“A Reason to Rejoice”
26 
Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. 


Not many of you were wise by human standards; 


not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27 
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 

God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 
He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things — 


and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, 
29 


so that no one may boast before him. 
30 
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 


who has become for us wisdom from God — 



that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.   
31 
Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."
(Selected Passage: 1 Cor. 1:26-31, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 5: Ezra 1:1-2:70; 1 Cor. 1:18-2:5; Psa.27:7-14; Prov. 20:22-23)
A Second Look

Many of our conversations turn on who is the biggest, the best, the fastest, or the greatest. In fact, these drives to compare often lead us to pride and division. In Paul’s day many sought to establish superiority by aligning with Peter, Paul, or Apollos, and some tried to trump them all by saying, “We are of Christ!”  In reality we are all nothing without Christ, and in Christ even a nobody becomes a somebody.
Who are some important nobodies that became somebodies in Christ? What about the young lad with the small sack lunch? Have you considered the four unnamed friends who would not leave until they had lowered their paralyzed friend through the roof to be healed? Think about the one unknown leper who came back to say thank you. We do not even know the Ethiopian Eunuch’s name but his salvation so impacted his family that they later became key partners in Paul’s ministry. By the way, who was the man who provided the donkey for Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem? Oh yes, and of the over twenty-five just named in the preceding sixteenth chapter of Romans, how many could your write a one paragraph report about (much less one page)? You see, in the family of faith, there is no, BMOC (Big Man on Campus). Only one qualifies for that status and we call Him – LORD!
A Second Thought
Significant is what we become in Christ.
A Second Step

“LORD, thank you for calling me before I was somebody, because now, I know there is no love like yours.”
A Second Mile
Today, do not take yourself so seriously that you become caught up in your own story. By keeping the attention on Him, you take the heat off you.
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