“Walking with the Lord”
9 
Ezra began his journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, 



and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, 




for the gracious hand of his God was on him. 

10 
For Ezra had devoted himself 


to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, 



and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.
(Selected Passage: Ezra 7:8-10, 11-12, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 8: Ezra 7:1-8:20; 1 Cor. 4:1-21; Psa.30:1-12; Prov. 20:28-30)
A Second Look

The Lord is with us as we are with him; this comes to us through the testimony of Ezra. For four solid months, Ezra made his journey from Babylon to Jerusalem to give his life in service to the Lord and the Lord’s people in rebuilding Jerusalem. As He gave himself to the Lord, the Lord reciprocated in giving Himself and His full abundance to Ezra. God’s presence, provision, protection, power, and peace can be known by us as we walk with the Lord. Ezra’s example helps us understand how we are to walk with the Lord.
Take time to meditate on Ezra’s three captivating and compelling interests: (1) worship (vs. 10a), (2) walking in obedience (vs. 10b), and witnessing the message of God to others (vs. 10c). As we use our minds to imagine how Ezra lived his day to day life, we come to understand how he was able to successfully live life as a pilgrimage of faith in God and service to God. He teaches us how to find the blessed balance in our lives.
Are you willing to let God rearrange your priorities? Are you ready to let God change your course of action? Are you prepared to let God use you as a tool and a servant for the ministry of His Kingdom? You may be thinking, “Why should I? If I surrender to know God’s message, obey God’s call to service, and share God’s grace with others, who will take care of my (our) concerns or needs. Don’t you see what Ezra’s testimony was? “I opened my heart to God’s hand, and God opened His hand to meet the needs of my heart.” Ezra conquered countless challenges by living each day in this blessed balance of spiritual intake and output.
A Second Thought
“There is no need to fear; if we keep within the moral frontier of God (italics added for emphasis), we can say boldly, ‘The Lord is my helper.’” (Oswald Chambers)
A Second Step

“LORD, teach how to live out this blessed balance in my life.”
A Second Mile
Envision a life in which no challenge is beyond your wisdom or strength. In such a life, all challenges then become chances for victory and growth!
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