“Worship: Form or Frenzy”
26 
What then shall we say, brothers? 


When you come together, 



everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, 



a tongue or an interpretation. 


All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. 

27 
If anyone speaks in a tongue, two — or at the most three — should speak, 



one at a time, and someone must interpret. 

28 
If there is no interpreter, 



the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God. 
(Selected Passage: 1 Cor 14:26-28, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 10: Ezra 10:1-44; 1 Cor. 6:1-20; Psa.31:9-18; Prov. 21:3)
A Second Look

Years ago contemporary Christianity found itself in the throws of great controversy as modern Christians began to expect meaningful worship to be much more than mere form and structure. To some, degree worship became so entirely predictable that the average attender knew what to expect long before they ever entered the worship service. The structure of the service often became so cold and mechanical that the one thing that could be counted on the most was that God seldom showed up and worship was a hollow ritual. Dull structure which leaves no room for God to move leaves no room for God!
Far to the other end of the spectrum are those who seem to feel that disconnected drama and dynamics are a clearer proof of the presence of God. For some, the thought is that the degree of one’s emotional expression is the measure of one’s spiritual devotion. So, what is the truth? Paul tells us that neither form nor frenzy is an adequate measure of meaningful worship or personal spiritual discipline. The real question we need to be asking ourselves as we leave worship is, “What has God said to us and what are we going to do about it?” Every service should glorify God, edify the saved, and testify to the lost. If there is an unexpected revelation as if by tongues (an inarticulate language) there must be a rational revelation which interprets that message so that all can understand it and apply it. Paul is clear in teaching that speaking random syllables without rational interpretation is never to be practiced in worship. He also points out that any expression of a spiritual gift is to be expressed in an orderly and disciplined fashion so that all can be built up by its message. Those who see worship as a frenetic experience in which there is not rational order or coherent meaning have completely misunderstood Scripture.
A Second Thought
Worship is to be God-centered, heart-stirring, and life-changing.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes so that I may see your message for me.”

A Second Mile
Do not build your worship service to please yourself but to please God.
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