“Grace”
10
But by the grace of God I am what I am, 


and his grace to me was not without effect.

No, I worked harder than all of them — yet not I, 


but the grace of God that was with me.

(Selected Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:10, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 11: Neh. 1-3:14; 1 Cor. 7:1-24; Psa. 31:19-24; Prov. 21:4)
A Second Look

The greatest missionary of the New Testament church – Paul – became all that he became because of the grace of God. The author of nearly half of the New Testament – Paul – testified with captivating authority because of the Grace of God. God changed the face of the world because of Paul’s willingness to count all of his prior success and achievements as nothing but dung when comparing it to the greatness of God’s grace expressed through His resurrection power. Paul’s testimony is a direct and dynamic encouragement to all believers since that day. Paul’s testimony conveys an important message to each of us heralding the hope that is ours as we receive God’s grace by faith in Christ.
God’s grace alone can get you past your past (vs. 9). Paul openly acknowledged that God appointed him as an apostle “as one abnormally born,” meaning “as one born out of the natural season for such an appointment to take place.” Since one of the key criteria for one to be called an apostle was the requirement that one have personally witnessed and experienced the earthly ministry of Jesus, Paul was called to be an apostle out of the natural order of things. Furthermore, since Paul had greatly persecuted the Christian church, only God’s grace could forgive him and get him past his past. 
God’s grace animated Paul to give himself passionately and completely to proclaiming the same gospel message he has previously tried to destroy. God’s grace is dynamic; it is in no way passive or casual (vs. 10b). Although Paul worked at his ministry with great zest and zeal, he did not have the slightest thought that his works were accomplished in any way other than by grace. The grace of God stimulated Paul to ministry. The grace of God equipped Paul to minister. The grace of God made Paul’s ministry successful. By the grace of God, Paul has given us a compelling example that our lives can count for Christ also. If you receive God’s grace, God sends you back to share God’s grace with those who have not yet believed.
A Second Thought
The grace of God liberates, motivates, and animates our lives.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me a much better understanding of the power of your grace in my life. LORD, open me up, turn me on, and send me out to serve you.”
A Second Mile
How is God’s grace impacting your daily life?
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