“Submission Is Not a Four-Letter Word”
1 
Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, 

if any of them do not believe the word, 

they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 

2 



when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 

3 
Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, 

such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 

4 
Instead, it should be that of your inner self, 

the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which is of great worth in God's sight.
(Selected Passage: 1 Peter 3:1-4, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 16: Neh. 11-1-12:26; 1 Cor. 10:14-11:2; Ps. 34:11-22; Prov. 21:14-16)
A Second Look

(Remember: The unusual pattern of indenting the passage above is meant to help you understand the structure and meaning of the text.)

In our day submission is often viewed as sexist and offensive. In Scripture, submission has nothing to do with individual superiority but rather gracious order. In the above passage, if there is any reference to superiority it shows up in the life of the wife as a believer while her husband is not a believer (vs. 1).
In Scripture, we are all taught to submit to others at various times. We are all to be submissive to one another (Eph. 5:21). We are taught to be submissive to our parents Eph. 6:1-4). We are taught to respect all in authority over us (Rom. 13:1-3). As we begin to read 1 Peter 3:1, the word “likewise” or “in the same way” opens the passage drawing our attention back to the submissive spirit of Christ (1 Pt. 2:21-25). Our exhibition of submissiveness is an evidence of our faith in and devotion to Christ. 
Submission is not subjugation, domination, intimidation, or manipulation. Submission cannot be imposed upon a person because genuine submission rises from a willing heart. Efforts of one person to control another person do not reveal genuine submission. Submission is not given because a person has earned or merited submission (remember the illustration is Scripture above portrays a lost husband) but rather as an open expression of our faith in Christ. Living with a sincere and submissive spirit results in gaining great influence over the one to which you submit (vs. 1).
A Second Thought
Our submission to the LORD shows up in our submission to others.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me a willing and submissive spirit revealing my faith in you.”
A Second Mile
Seek a glad heart when submitting to others so that you can portray Christ.    Terry Booth
