“The Christian Life”
12 
Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found 



that the Lord had opened a door for me, 

13 
I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. 


So I said good-by to them and went on to Macedonia. 

14 
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ 



and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 

15 
For we are to God the aroma of Christ 



among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 

16 
To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. 


And who is equal to such a task? 

17 
Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. 


On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, 


like men sent from God.
(Selected Passage: 2 Cor 2:12-17, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 23: Job 8:1-11:20; 1 Cor. 15:1-28; Ps. 38:1-22; Prov. 21:28-29)
A Second Look

As we allow our thoughts to slow down, as we pause thoughtfully to reflect on each phrase of each sentence seeing how they all fit together so perfectly to reveal God’s radical truth, we come to see more clearly that the wonder of the Christian life is that as we walk with Christ, He challenges us to move beyond our imaginations and beyond ourselves. For forty-two years I have been a follower of Christ. Life is much more now than it has been in the past. However, God has many new discoveries and opportunities still ahead for me. Awe and wonder flood my mind and heart as I consider what is still ahead. Today, we all share in this magnificent future calling – this is the Christian life!
So, what does the Christian life hold in store for us as we walk with Christ by faith? Let the Scriptures above answer this question for you. First, God has prepared an open door standing right in front of you as you embrace this day (vs. 12). Understand this, when God opens a door, no mere mortal man can shut it (Rev. 3:7-8). The big O (no not Oprah but OPPORTUNITY) awaits you today! Second, God has bestowed upon you the passion of love that carries you into places of intimacy, encouragement, strength, and joy that otherwise you could have never known. Can you hear how hot his heart is for Titus (vs. 13)? This is a revolutionary thought that a former Pharisaical Jew could have so zealously loved a gentile. However, when God brings us into powerful and intimate relationships, we also come to know times of great stress and strain specifically because that person means so very much to us. How do we cope with the stress and strain that comes with intensely intimate relationship? God guides us along a path leading to peace (vs. 13). Third, as if all of that was not in itself enough, God leads us out before the world as we were a celebrated conquering general being regaled before the world. This is the picture of verse 14. As the equivalent of our “Ticker Tape Parade” through the canyons of skyscrapers along Fifth Avenue in New York City, their triumphal procession caused the priest to send columns of aromatic incense wafting into the sky so that citizens smelled the victory parade long before they saw the celebrants marching through the city. As they marched, great wealth and bounty was carried through the streets for the emperor, the kingdom, and for the general. The victorious army made up of valiant soldiers could be seen as the voices of cheers rose to a cacophony of rejoicing. The vanquished armies were led in shame in chains through the streets so that the aroma meant immeasurable wealth and glory to the victors and death in the gladiatorial games of the arena to the vanquished.
Finally, how does this affect us? We choose to never demean the grand message of the victory we share in Christ by reducing the message down to what we get out of it, but rather we declare with joy our willing submission to Christ and our loving devotion to serve Him. The Christian life is more than missing Hell and arriving in Heaven. The Christian life is walking so near to Christ that Heaven begins to break through into this day and this world! Oh, what a glorious joy!
A Second Thought
The one who reduces the Christian life down to a rigid list of do’s and don’ts has missed entirely the great life God is calling you to today!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes that I may see glimpses of glory thou hast for me.”

A Second Mile
Faith is a daily journey that calls us to move far beyond anything we have seen, known, thought, or felt before. Faith is our chance to hook our wagon to the almighty, the infinite, the glorious power of God. Now this, this is really living!
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