“The 11th Hour”
1 
Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, 



we have a building from God, 



an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 
2 
Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 
3 

because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 
4 
For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, 


because we do not wish to be 
unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 



so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
5 
Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose 


and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

(Selected Passage: 2 Cor. 5:1-5, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 26: Job 20:1-22:30; 2 Cor. 1:1-11; Ps. 40:11-17; Prov. 22:2-4))
A Second Look

I am staggered by the thought that in less than fifteen years I will be over seventy! Since the age of fifteen, I have missed less than a handful of Sundays proclaiming God’s great message of grace and hope. For the longest time, every conversation seemed to revolve around my age. In the early days, I pastored three churches while being too young to be ordained a deacon. In my third pastorate, I was not even old enough to drive the church van (25, you guessed it… I was only twenty-two). From the outset, God gave me the perfect verse of encouragement, “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). Now I find myself in a strange new season of life. My life may not quite yet be in the 11th hour, but I am surely nearer the end of the race than the beginning! To be honest, I find myself thinking much more about death (my own) than I could have ever imagined possible. So, as my race draws nearer to the finish line (maybe I have a few more laps left in me), I find great encouragement in a whole new set of Bible verses, such as the ones above.
Simply put, the “tent” Paul speaks of in verse one is the physical body. The “building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands” is the heavenly mansion or dwelling place Jesus spoke of in John 14:2. As Paul spoke of the earthly tent of our human body, we are reminded that our bodies are wearing out. Soon our final chapter will be in the books as some might say and it will be time to go home! God, in His great grace and in His complete compassion, has conveyed the glorious truths that enable us to walk through the latter days of life with excitement, anticipation, and peace! Rest in this fact, God will help all of His children cross over Jordan; and not one of us will cross over alone. The life which awaits us is more dynamic, more joy-filled, and more purposeful than any day we have passed here on earth. Rest in Christ! Relax. Release yourself fully in the mighty arms and on the broad shoulders of our Redeemer. When by God’s grace we arrive safely on the other shore, WE WILL BE MORE ALIVE THAN WE HAVE EVER BEEN BEFORE!
A Second Thought
One of my grandchildren asked a most unusual question of me this past week. “Pop, when you were a boy, was there any colors in your world or was everything gray like we see on TV?” For a moment I was confused. Then I realized she was talking about the impression left by old black and white shows and movies as seen on TV today. I responded, “Oh, yes, baby, we lived in color too!” However, for you let me say, “Heaven is going to be so dynamic, the colors are going to be so vivid and dramatic, and the pixilation so absolutely perfect that the world we live in now will be as gray and grainy as a video stored away from nearly one hundred years ago.” Remember what God promised, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9).
A Second Step

“LORD, we praise you and thank you for your gracious forgiveness.  We rejoice in trying to imagine your lavish preparation in heaven. We worship you and we trust you as you compassionately confirm our hearts. As we consider the corridor that is an exit from this world of sin, shame, and suffering and as we contemplate the LIGHT of your radiant presence that illuminates our new home, we can only exclaim with excited voices, ‘COME LORD JESUS! COME!’”
A Second Mile
As you walk through this day, will you walk with grateful anticipation or will you live with fearful doubt and dread? How you view eternity determines how you live immediately.
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