“Ambassadors for Christ”
17 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 



old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

18 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 



and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 



not imputing their trespasses unto them; 




and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 



we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

21 
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 


that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
(Selected Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 27: Job 20:1-22:30; 2 Cor. 1:1-11; Ps. 40:11-17; Prov. 22:2-4)
A Second Look

Paul’s radical turn to faith in Christ resulting from his personal encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus caused many people from opposite ends of the spectrum to hate him, to falsely accuse him of hidden motives, and to strike out against his ministry and his life. Throughout 2 Corinthians 5 Paul reiterates the impact Christ has had upon his life and ministry. Paul was completely confident in the message God gave him about Heaven (5:1-8). Therefore with single-minded commitment, Paul was concerned with pleasing an audience of one and that audience is Christ. Arriving at verses 17-21, we are gripped by Paul’s testimony that the love of Christ constrains him (5:14-17) to fulfill his commission to serve Christ as an ambassador to the gentile world (5:18-21). 
· As an ambassador, Paul was chosen by Christ to represent Christ to the lost world (vs. 20). Paul’s message was a proclamation of peace because Christ paid the complete price or penalty for sin. Paul’s message was not constructed or decided by Paul’s initiative, but rather was given to him by Christ in person.
· Ambassadors are protected as citizens of the state they represent. Christ supplied Paul’s every need and stood with him in every hour of crisis.

· Ambassadors are held completely accountable to the sovereign they serve. As Paul teaches above, we too are accountable to Christ for our faithfulness in proclaiming Christ’s redemptive message.

· Ambassadors are usually called home before war is declared. God has not yet declared war on this sinful world but a day is coming in which Christ will snatch away all living Christians (1 Thess. 5:10) and then bring His righteous judgment on this world (1 Thess. 1:10).
A Second Thought
God through Christ has assigned the message of reconciliation to every believer. We do not call men and women to reformation but transformation.
A Second Step

“LORD, increase my passion to share the gospel of grace with the lost people of my world today.”
A Second Mile
“Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” What are you doing with the commission Christ has given you in John 20:21?
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