“True Freedom”
17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

18 
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, 



are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 



which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
(Selected Passage: 2 Corinthians 3:17-18, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 27: Job 31:1-33:33; 2 Cor. 3:1-18; Ps. 43:1-5; Prov. 22:8-9)
A Second Look

As most of us passed through that stage of life known as adolescence, we often spoke with anticipation of that imaginary moment in time when, we could do just what we wanted to do. Sleeping in late, skipping church, hanging out with friends, going where we want, when we want, to do what we want – this is that imaginary stage we called freedom. I labeled this moment in time “imaginary” because it just so happened that what “we wanted to do” was in fact nothing more than following the norms and dictates of our peers. During adolescence we are prone to make some of life’s biggest mistakes because those we call our friends become more important to us than our families and our futures. Tragically, one good trip through the pre-teen and teenage years leads us to understand that those we thought to be our friends were not necessarily friends at all. Furthermore, when we are courageous enough to face the truth, we recognize what we once called “freedom” was not freedom at all. We were enslaved to the fear of rejection and to our appetites. As you meditate upon 2 Corinthians above, we come to the revelation that no one gives us more freedom than the Holy Spirit!
True freedom is not doing what you want, when you want to, with whomever you want – this is merely chaos. True freedom can only be found in the liberating work of the Holy Spirit (vs. 17). The Holy Spirit frees us from the tyranny of the law. We come to understand that God’s expectations and commands lead us out of slavery as surely as Moses led the Hebrews out of bondage in Egypt. God’s grace delivers us from the domination of the law to live in a love relationship with Christ. The principles and promises of Scripture equip and empower us to live lives of fruitfulness and meaning. God’s plan for our lives leads us out of the valley of despair and self-condemnation and into lives of peace, love, and joy. Following Christ delivers us from that innate sense of fear that has dominated our lives in the past. Christ alone makes us free!
A Second Thought
Until you find real freedom in Christ, you will never find it anywhere else in life.
A Second Step

“LORD, set me free from my adversary - Satan. Deliver me from being controlled by my peers. Most importantly, Lord, break the chains of my fleshly appetites which have brought wreckage and wounding into my daily experience.”
A Second Mile
 “What do you fear most?” Surrender yourself to Christ and live free. 
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