“The Word or the World”
13 
And we also thank God continually because, 
when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is,

the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. 

14 
For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, 
which are in Christ Jesus: 
You suffered from your own countrymen

the same things those churches suffered from the Jews, 
15 



who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also persecuted us. 
They displease God and are contrary to all men 
16 

in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. 
The wrath of God has come upon them at last.
(Selected Passage: 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 6: Sg. of Sol. 5:1-8:14; 2 Cor. 9:1-15; Ps. 51:1-19; Prov. 22:24-25)
A Second Look

To be in step with the Word of God means we are not always in step with the world around us. To be in step with our peers and the opinions, values, and priorities of man, means we have to turn our heart away from God’s Word. Paul paints a very vivid picture of what it meant for the Thessalonians to follow Christ. Paul had already described their situation as being one of affliction (1:6; 3:3) meaning they were experiencing “great pressure from the circumstances put upon them by their peers in Thessolonica. As Paul spoke of their suffering (vs. 14), he used the same word used in the gospels to describe the suffering of Christ. In verse 15, persecuted meant to be driven out and rejected, while contrary meant a wind blowing in fierce opposition hindering one’s progress. Later in verse 18, Paul spoke of a road so broken up that travel is blocked as he used the word hindered. Are you willing to hold God’s Word in such high esteem that you are willing to pay the high price of rejection, opposition, affliction, and suffering on behalf of the world? Sadly, some of us are so overcome by the need to be in lock step with the opinions of the world around us that we would rather be out of step with God. However, the picture of these New Testament Christians is that they experienced great joy by walking in fellowship with God (1 Thess. 1:6). True joy is when we learn to live free of the opinions and expectations of others!
A Second Thought
Be who Christ called you to be and you will find true freedom and peace.
A Second Step

“LORD, release me from what others think and say. Teach me to please only you. Set me free from the world.”
A Second Mile
What matters most to you, the Word or the world?



















 










Terry Booth
