“Leadership”
1
See now, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah 



both supply and support: all supplies of food and all supplies of water, 

2 

the hero and warrior, the judge and prophet, the soothsayer and elder, 

3  

the captain of fifty and man of rank, the counselor, 



skilled craftsman and clever enchanter. 

4 
I will make boys their officials; mere children will govern them. 

5 
People will oppress each other — man against man, neighbor against neighbor.


The young will rise up against the old, the base against the honorable. 

6 
A man will seize one of his brothers at his father's home, and say,



"You have a cloak, you be our leader; take charge of this heap of ruins!" 
(Selected Passage: Isa. 3:1-6, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 9: Isa. 3:1-5:30; 2 Cor. 11:1-15; Ps. 53:1-6; Prov. 22:28-29)
A Second Look

The final sentence of the verses above is absolutely piercing! Can you imagine that the only significant qualifier for leadership in the city of Jerusalem or among the people of God being the fact that someone owned a cloak? Do you get it? “You look more like a leader than the rest of these people, you be in charge!”
When the qualifications for leadership is nothing more than a title, a license, or a degree which can be obtained off the internet for a modest fee, then leadership has become defunct! Poor leadership brings about the decline of those being led which then shackles the future generations with a more deteriorated gene pool from which to draw tomorrow’s leaders. This spiraling cycle of decline continued to occur from the time the Hebrews rejected Samuel as their leader preferring to have a King (Saul) like all the other nations and peoples around them. Even during their time of supposed brilliance, the moral fiber of Israel was rotting because of the constant seepage of the behaviors of the worldly tribes into their lives. After reaching its deceiving zenith under David and Solomon, Israel was cleaved in two with the north coming to destruction in about 250 years and the south collapsing 140 years later. The verses above fall in that unique sliver of time between the fall of Israel in the north and impending fall of Israel in the south.
What is God’s lesson for us today? Walk with God and He will walk with you. If you refuse to walk with God, you can be sure the journey will be filled with misery brought upon yourself by the ill-conceived decisions of yesterday.
A Second Thought
Aspire to know and follow true godly leaders.
A Second Step

“LORD, make us all righteous examples of godly leadership throughout life.”
A Second Mile
Walking with you, are others drawn closer to God?
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