“The Ministry of the Thorn”
7 
To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, 


there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 

8 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 

9 
But he said to me, 



"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 


Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 



so that Christ's power may rest on me. 
10 
That is why, for Christ's sake, 



I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 


For when I am weak, then I am strong.
19
…everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening.

(Selected Passage: 2 Cor. 12:7-10, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 12: Isa. 10:1-11:16; 2 Cor. 12:11-21; Ps. 56:1-13; Prov. 23:6-8)
A Second Look

We are not likely to expect the words above to be included in Scripture, but they are! Paul dares to declare to us a message we are reluctant to receive: Sometimes we are closer to the Lord because of our hours of need than we are in our days of abundance. Sometimes the only real lasting blessing God can bestow upon us is in refusing to grant the request for which we have so passionately prayed. Sometimes the worst thing God could do for you would be to give you what you want! 
Even now I can hear the silence so often associated with disapproval. I can also hear some who are simply unable to restrain themselves from shouts of disagreement. Your reaction may be both strong and pointed, however Paul makes it clear that people often do not trust in the Lord and turn to the Lord until we have to. As long as we can attempt to control our own destiny or insist upon our own desires, we will try to rule our own lives. Only after we have truly had a belly full of having it our way, will we learn that God’s ways are always far above our ways. Isaiah revealed, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:9). The psalmist came to the same discovery, “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him” (Ps.103:11). Are you ready to acknowledge that God’s plan for your life is superior to your own desires? More importantly, are you willing to accept God’s plan for your life rather than your own plans?
A Second Thought
Until you are willing to embrace God’s plan as your own, you will not know peace.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to trust you whether or not I understand you.”
A Second Mile
Step one through every crisis is always the same: “LORD, I relinquish control of my life to you. Make me the person you want me to be. Fulfill your purpose in my life.”
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