“My Greatest Honor”
1 
We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, 


so that we do not drift away. 

2 
For if the message spoken by angels was binding, 



and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 

3 

(then) how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?
10 
In bringing many sons to glory, 



it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, 




should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

11 
Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. 
So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 

12 
He says, 



"I will declare your name to my brothers; 




in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises." 
(Selected Passage: Heb 2:1-3, KJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for September 13: Isa. 12:1-14:32, 2 Cor. 13:1-14, Ps. 57:1-11, Prov. 23: 9-11)

A Second Look

There is a very solemn and significant custom expressed and passed on in the field of academia. Once one has passed all of the qualifying tests and evaluations to enter a doctoral program, after one has completed his or her academic course work, progressed further to pass the challenge of two days of written exams encompassing any question relative to every seminar taken and the entire field of study being pursued, after an additional day of oral exams probing deeper into one’s field of study, and then finally after writing and subsequently orally defending one’s dissertation, the candidate is invited to leave the room while the committee of scholars to which the student is accountable formally votes on whether or not the degree will be granted. Once this most rigorous academic process has been successfully completed, the student returns to face the committee and learn of their final decision. If the Ph.D. is to be granted, the committee of scholars will be standing in honor of the student accepting him as their new colleague in the academy of learned scholars. However, even this rigor and respect is nothing to be compared to the transcendent honor of being embraced by grace and claimed as a brother of the most holy and the almighty Savior Jesus Christ (vs. 11-12). Nothing can compare to the glory of being endowed with the name CHRISTIAN! 
Did you absorb the piercing message of verse 10? Christ’s perfection, magnificence, and glory was manifestly exposed through the crushing context of His suffering. Likewise, we too are matured as a result of our walking with Christ in faith and faithfulness during the hours of our most severe suffering. Suffering sanctifies our lives with the substantial gift of growth and spiritual maturity. Do not ever attempt to shortcut or short circuit the good work God does in us through hard times!
A Second Thought
Here is shocking news: GOD HAS PURPOSE FOR YOU IN PAIN (vs. 10)!
A Second Step

“LORD, restore my full trust in you to the degree that I am willing to follow you even when it hurts.”

A Second Mile

Are you turning to the LORD in the tempests of your life?
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