“Time with the Lord”
15 
But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 

to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, 


I did not consult any man, 

17 

nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, 




but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. 

18 
Then after three years, 



I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and was with him fifteen days. 
(Selected Passage: Gal. 1:15-18, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 14: Isa. 15:1-18:7; Gal 1:1-24; Ps. 58:1-11; Prov. 23:12)
A Second Look

May I share my heart? For many years, as a student of Scripture, I have been extremely careful, even reluctant, about declaring a truth or a conviction without first doing a substantial study to confirm that belief. As I begin my fifth decade as a Christian, I am a bit more willing to step out on a limb and say, “Thus saith the LORD,” even if it seems I stand alone. This bit of preface brings me to this declaration: God has a particular purpose for you. God created you, redeemed you, equipped you, and called you to a one-of-a-kind ministry.  God will give you some important clues concerning your calling in the background surrounding your salvation experience.  The passage above shows us how this truth was operative in Paul’s conversion and encounter with God immediately thereafter.

Galatians 1:17 reveals a unique and important truth about Paul. Although Paul had built his entire life upon the tenets and teachings of Jewish scholars, before Paul would be ready to become the greatest missionary of the New Testament world and the author of nearly half of the New Testament, Paul spent nearly three years in isolation and meditation in the deserts of Arabia. After Paul’s radical encounter with the risen and living Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-9), his anointing and filling by the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17), and his gracious baptism by his new brother in Christ Ananias (Acts 9:18), Paul spent a significant amount of time (nearly three years) meditating upon Christ and receiving from God the complete revelation. This transforming revelation would serve to become the foundation for all he came to preach, teach, and believe. Paul became one of the key cornerstones of our Christian faith because he was willing to spend nearly three years seeking a complete understanding of Christ in light of all of the Old Testament truths he had previously learned.
Why is this important to you? Paul founded his faith, formed his ministry, and framed his teaching (1) upon the wealth of Old Testament Scriptures he had learned as a Jewish student and scholar, (2) upon the personal and powerful transformation he experienced by the grace of God and through faith in Christ, and (3) upon the testimonies later shared with him by his newly found family of faith (the original apostles and disciples of Christ). These radical revelations transformed Paul’s life and will do the same for us. Paul’s radical transformation was largely the result of his willingness to completely immerse himself in the truths of God’s revelation. Many of us do not experience the fuller power of the gospel message because of our sloth, our negligence, in flooding our lives and filling our minds with God’s truth. We live in an age of convenience in which we want our Christianity to be bite-sized little pieces of sweetness. As long as we think we can know the power of God in three easy lessons, we will never come to know the real power of God in our lives!

You do not need to fear flying solo! If you will consistently spend time each day in the study of His Word, in quiet meditation upon His character, and in sincere submission to Him in prayer, God will equip you to navigate through any storm and empower you to overcome any crisis. The time you spend alone with Him today will enable you to spend much more time in confident victory tomorrow.
A Second Thought
Spending time alone with Christ is the joy of deep intimacy shared between two who deeply love one another. Serving Christ is living life with an exclamation point.
A Second Step

“LORD, slow my heart and mind down so that I can spend much time in intimate meditation upon you. Unfold the depth and riches of my relationship with you.”
A Second Mile
Let go of selfish hoarding or wasteful expending of your time. Invest your time in knowing Christ, loving Christ, and sharing Christ. As you do so, you will see your time unusually multiplied and returned joyfully to you.
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