“The Way of the World”
1
An oracle concerning Egypt:


See, the LORD rides on a swift cloud and is coming to Egypt. 


The idols of Egypt tremble before him, 



and the hearts of the Egyptians melt within them. 

2 
"I will stir up Egyptian against Egyptian — brother will fight against brother,



neighbor against neighbor, city against city, kingdom against kingdom. 

3 
The Egyptians will lose heart, and I will bring their plans to nothing;



they will consult the idols and the spirits of the dead, 



the mediums and the spiritists. 

4 
I will hand the Egyptians over to the power of a cruel master, 


and a fierce king will rule over them," declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty. 
(Selected Passage: Isa. 19:1-4, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 15: Isa. 19:1-21:17; Gal 2:1-16; Ps. 59:1-17; Prov. 23:13-14)
A Second Look

Frequently in the final book of the Bible, Revelation, God reveals a number of devastating prophecies against a seven-headed beast Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, and 9). The seven-headed beast represents the evil kingdoms of the world particularly throughout biblical history (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the future empire of the Anti-Christ). All these kingdoms depict the evil ways of the world to pursue, pleasure, possessions, power, and prideful positions of control. In Isaiah’s day Judah (Southern Israel) was feeling great threat by an alliance of Israel to the north and Syria. As a result of this terrifying threat, Judah was tempted to run to Egypt to make an alliance seeking mutual defense and protection, which Egypt was all too ready to enter into so that they could ultimately offer Judah up as a sacrificial lamb to other invading nations. Just as we should expect, the way of the world is to always look out for number one and in so doing to stab anyone else in the back in the name of self-preservation. We can use this revelation of God and the message of Isaiah to ask ourselves a number of vital questions.

When overwhelmed with fear and anxiety, what do you rely on to try to calm your nerves? Some hope a stiff drink or a handful of pills will cure the crisis. Others use distractions such as shopping, activities and athletics, work or social events for relief. Often we are tempted to use well-crafted words and excuses to avoid a fearful outcome. Like Israel in Isaiah’s day, many strike dangerous and foolish alliances in an effort to conquer a perceived threat. However, all of these attempts have one common denominator – they do not last. 
Consider the ignorance of Judah’s inclination. Although Egypt had enslaved and abused Israel for 400 years, they were now considering an alliance with Egypt in an attempt to protect themselves from the threat of Assyria. What can we learn from such blind ignorance? When we are fearful and desperate, we often act in self-deceptive and self-destructive ways. Running faster down a dead-end alley will never help you escape the enemy you fear; you have but one wise choice, STOP RUNNING, TURN, AND FACE IT!
Depending upon the government, science, education, medicine, money, power, or friends to get us out of a painful pinch often leads to frustration and disappointment. Well then, what is one to do? Our times of suffering and struggle are often used by God to invite us to look to Him. While he may not have caused the situations, He is nevertheless, at work in them. Hope – real hope – can only be found in the Lord.
A Second Thought
Trusting in the ways of the world to deliver you from your moments of suffering is like trusting the ravenous lion to run to your assistance when you are wounded or down.
A Second Step

“LORD, please give me the wisdom not to try to use the world’s ways through my hard days.”
A Second Mile
When you are running in fear you are most likely to fall to destruction. The only place you are safe to run to is to the Lord..
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