“Our Perfect High Priest”
1 
Every high priest is selected from among men 



and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, 




to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

2 
He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray,



since he himself is subject to weakness. 

3 
This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, 



as well as for the sins of the people. 

7 
During the days of Jesus' life on earth, 



he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears 




to the one who could save him from death, 



and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

8 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 

9 

and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 




for all who obey him 

10 

and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
(Selected Passage: Hebrews 5:1-3, 7-10, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 15: Isa. 19:1-21:17; Gal 2:1-16; Ps. 59:1-17; Prov. 23:13-14)
A Second Look

Aaron was raised up from among men to become the high priest for the Hebrews. This ministry was passed on to Aaron’s son. Aaron’s tribe, the Levites, came to be the priests for all of Israel. The epistle to the Hebrews is given to all believers for the purpose of conveying the superiority of Christ above all prophets, all angels, above Moses and Aaron, and above the sacrificial systems and ceremonies of the Old Testament. The priestly order of Christ is as much better as the priestly ministry of Melchizadek was superior to the ministry of Aaron. Christ provides a superior covenant, ministers in a superior sanctuary, and provides a perfect sacrifice. Therefore, all that we receive through Christ is far superior to anything received through all priestly services offered in the Old Testament. So, how does this superiority of Christ benefit our journey of faith today?
As the incarnate Son of God, Jesus became the perfect and permanent sacrifice for all of our sin. Because of Christ’s sinless perfection, our blot of sin has been gloriously removed. We have been blessed with eternal (uninterrupted) salvation. Because Christ was a wholly man and holy God, Christ has confronted and conquered all sin. His compassion and His power are both perfect. Because Christ faced all human suffering, He also meets all human need. We are perfectly saved and secure in Christ!
A Second Thought
Christ is our perfect high priest. He meets all of our spiritual lives.
A Second Step

“LORD, I rejoice in the perfect salvation I have received in Christ!”
A Second Mile
In Christ we are free. In Christ we are alive. In Christ we are secure.
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