“Nevertheless…”
20 
"In that day I will summon my servant, Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 

21 
I will clothe him with your robe and fasten your sash around him 



and hand your authority over to him. 


He will be a father to those who live in Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 

22 
I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; 



what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 

23 
I will drive him like a peg into a firm place; 



he will be a seat of honor for the house of his father. 

24 
All the glory of his family will hang on him: 



its offspring and offshoots — all its lesser vessels, 



from the bowls to all the jars. 

25 
"In that day," declares the LORD Almighty, 



"the peg driven into the firm place will give way; 



  it will be sheared off and fall, and the load hanging on it will be cut down." 
The LORD has spoken. 
(Selected Passage: Isa. 22:20-25, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 16: Isa. 22:1-24:23; Gal 2:17-3:9; Ps. 60:1-12; Prov. 23:15-16)
A Second Look

Nevertheless is a word that takes all the information stacked up before it and suddenly uses its weight and force to catapult the line of logic in an entirely new direction. As Judo used the weight and force of the attacker to throw him, so nevertheless radically changes the direction of the story. This is certainly the case dealing with Eliakim. His life deals with circumstances surrounding our everyday lives. The issue here is leadership and faithfulness. Prior to Eliakim’s entrance into the story, Shebna had been second in command under King Hezekial of Judah. Shebna acted unfaithfully using his position and power to acquire chariots and to build a monumental tomb for himself. He hoped to establish himself as a great man in the history of Israel. However, as is always the case, God was watching. When God is watching, bad choices lead to bad consequences. Ultimately Shebna’s actions led to him being demoted, deported, and disgraced!
In Isaiah’s day Eliakim’s faithfulness let those around him to place great faith in him. Many came to believe so strongly in Eliakim that they felt he was the one to turn Judah’s world around. What do you see in the sterling list of accolades concerning Eliakim in verses 21-24? Even the lowest members of his family looked to him with honor and dependence. Nevertheless… the weight placed upon him became so great that he would be like a peg sheared off the wall (vs. 25). No man, acting entirely in his own wisdom and strength, has the ability to turn the world around. The nevertheless lesson of Eliakim’s life leads us to see only Christ can turn our world around! Whether speaking personally or politically, if we put too much weight on any one person they are sure to collapse in a heap. Christ alone can meet the magnitude of the needs in our lives.
A Second Thought
To place all your trust in a mere mortal is to guarantee your crisis and collapse.
A Second Step

“LORD, I thank you for my leaders, but my trust is in you.”
A Second Mile
Have you placed too much of your trust in man? Examine all your circles of relationship. 
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