“New and Improved”
23 
Now there have been many of those priests, 



since death prevented them from continuing in office; 

24 

but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 

25 
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 



because he always lives to intercede for them.
(Selected Passage: Hebrews 7:23-25, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 19: Isa. 30:12-33:12; Gal 5:1-12; Ps. 63:1-11; Prov. 23:22)
Have you found the words “New and Improved” printed on a product label or container? Today people often confuse style with substance even in the arena of spiritual concerns. When looking for a change, look for a change that takes place personally within your own spiritual life rather than in matters of an external nature.
Did you capture the meaning of verse 23-24? “Preachers come and go. However, only Jesus makes a lasting difference.” By saying, “death prevented them from continuing in office,” God’s Word tells us not to bank on the preacher as the remedy for our needs but rather to grow in our intimacy with Christ.
Do you see the sudden turn in verse 24? Jesus lives forever! Not then, that’s a preacher you can count on! Count on for what? Jesus can bring real change – He can save completely (vs. 25). What does it matter if the offering is at the front, the back, or in a box in the foyer? Who cares if we sing to pounding drums or a roof rattling pipe organ? Who cares if the preacher is clad in Hart, Schaffner, and Marx or wranglers and cowboy boots? I do not care if he has tattoos, a toe ring, and a tongue bob, that is not where change comes from! Be forewarned that often times when a household product is labeled “New and Improved” and the only thing new or improved is may be the label itself. The wrapper never makes the product better! It is not how many times I make you laugh (although laughing is fine), nor how many times I make you cry (although that is fine too) that determines the power of the message I proclaim. The presence of the truth of Jesus is the power of the message.

A Second Thought
Real change is not found in a matter of the wrapper but a matter of the content.
A Second Step

“LORD, lead me beyond religious wrappers to real substance.”

A Second Mile
In industry you have a UL Listing. The United Laboratories check out the product and tell you whether or not it keeps its promise. We need a UL Listing for religious promises. Know this, real change can only be found in a real lasting priest (preacher in today’s lingo). Only Jesus stands the real test of time. Do not invest in the flash; invest in the fire!
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