“God’s Sustaining Grace”
13 
You who are far away, hear what I have done; 



you who are near, acknowledge my power! 

14 
The sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling grips the godless:



"Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire?



Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?" 

15 
He who walks righteously 


and (he who) speaks what is right,



who rejects gain from extortion 



and (he who) keeps his hand from accepting bribes,



who stops his ears against plots of murder 



and (he who) shuts his eyes against contemplating evil —  

16 


this is the man who will dwell on the heights, 





whose refuge will be the mountain fortress.


His bread will be supplied, and water will not fail him. 
(Selected Passage: Isaiah 33:13-16, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 20: Isa. 33:13-36:22; Gal 5:13-26; Ps. 64:1-10; Prov. 23:23)
A Second Look

Truth can be one step from a lie. Truth can be exaggerated so that it becomes a lie. For example, “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8, 16) is complete and perfect truth. However, if we construe that to mean that God is so tender and loving that He could never judge sin, we twist truth into a lie. The same error can be seen in reverse. 2 Timothy 4:8 tells us, “The Lord is a righteous judge.” If God’s judgment is woven into a whip to use on others while declaring that God offers no mercy to those unlike us, a lie has been born. Distorting truth has always led to a great deal of confusion. The message above presents God calling all people to hear and to respond to a message so vital that all of life pivots upon it.
God calls all far and near to hear and to heed His words. God offers any person the chance to know a life of (1) exhilaration in achieving great heights, (2) security in the midst of all threats and attacks, and (3) abundance as He meets our needs (vs. 16). God also reveals the lifestyle needed for man to live this life of abundance. The life of abundance flows from the heart of faith. Faith is the impetus which leads a man to (1) walk righteously, speak truthfully, reject deceit and extortion, resist all enticements to do harm to others, and refuse to give way to evil temptations (vs. 15). God does not bargain with us in Isa. 33:15-16; He simply reveals the truth that a life animated by faith will be evidenced by obedience, and will result in an abundance of blessings. 
A Second Thought
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.
A Second Step

“LORD, when my world crashes about me, teach me to look first at myself.”
A Second Mile
Examine your faith. Does you faith give rise to actions of obedience?
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