“The REAL World”
1 
The point of what we are saying is this: 

We do have such a high priest, 

who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 

2 


and who serves in the sanctuary, 

the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man. 

3 
Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, 

and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer. 

4 
If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, 

for there are already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 

5 
They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. 

This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: 

"See to it that you make everything 

according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."   

6 
But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs 

as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, 

and it is founded on better promises.
(Selected Passage: Hebrews 8:1-6, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 20: Isa. 33:13-36:22; Gal 5:13-26; Ps. 64:1-10; Prov. 23:23)
A Second Look

As I quickly move through my late 50s, I find myself thinking about death and eternity more than ever before in my life. While I well know all the talking points about death and eternity, nevertheless, I find all of my thoughts about death to be very, very sobering. The thought of dying seems utterly incredible, almost unimaginable. How can it be possible that I have lived through constant conversations about my youth, might so quickly be facing the season of death? Having graduated high school at sixteen, the university at nineteen, having begun my preaching ministry at fifteen, and having entered the full-time pastoral ministry at nineteen, how can I be at the tail-end of my ministry and life? Please understand, I am not trying to be dark or morose but rather merely honest and transparent for your growth and encouragement. Ten years now seems roughly equivalent to the amount of time from breakfast to lunch. It seems I am just hours away from the end. So, I find myself constantly thinking about, “What will the other side be like?” This life seems so real, so tangible, so physical, and so vibrant. From this side of death, eternity seems so vague, so ethereal, and so shadowy. Therefore, God’s message above from Hebrews 8:1-6 is so gripping, so piercing, and so powerful!
Hebrews tells us that this world is in fact that which is vague, ethereal, and shadowy. This life is as a shadow of the real life. This life is merely a reproduction of the real world. This universe is simply a copy of eternity. All that we see and experience here is just a reflection of what is ahead. My friend, Jeanette, tells me of her first grandchild’s discovery of the scenes from a TV program being reflected in the lenses of her reading glasses. As her granddaughter sat in Jeanette’s lap, she was captivated by this amazing world of reflection in the lenses of glasses. It was almost as if one could read the questions written on a baby’s face, “What is this curious never seen before world?” In reality a knowledgeable and mature adult would note, “Oh, sweetheart, you are only seeing a reflection of the world around you which awaits you as you develop, learn, and grow.” And then I hear the LORD say to me, “Oh, Terry, all that you have thought to be so real, so tangible, so physical, so vibrant, and so alive, these were nothing more than the reflections of the real world of eternity which awaits you as you believe in me, know me, love me, and follow me. Terry, this life that you hold on to is just a reflection of the real world to come. Do not cling to the shadows. Reach forward and embrace the greater reality which awaits you.” Do you wonder about eternity? Do you grapple with the brevity of life? Maybe God is also saying to you, “Do not cling; reach forward!”
A Second Thought
Your perspective on where the real life can be found will determine how you move through the questions and challenges of life. This world is not the REAL world; this world is merely the shadowy reflection of the real world to come!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to see the eternity you have for me.”
A Second Mile
Are you living for the eternal or merely for the immediate?





Terry Booth
