“Will God Test You?”
17
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.

(Selected Passage: Hebrews 11:17,  NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 22: Isa. 39:1-41:16; Eph. 1:1-23; Ps. 66:1-20; Prov. 23:25-28)
A Second Look

The most fundamental and essential qualities necessary for a fruitful and meaningful life are embedded in God’s message in Hebrews. The heartbeat of the message of Hebrews is that Christ is SUPERIOR! He is superior as the center of any system of spiritual revelation. He is superior as a Redeemer and/or Savior for any person. Christ is superior as a LORD and master. Jesus is superior as a spiritual guide, guardian, provider and protector. In light of Christ’s superiority, it is clear folly for any person to consider walking away from a life of faith in and obedience to Christ! This was the risky error that many of the first century believers were contemplating. From their vantage-point, the pragmatic question was still at the forefront of their thinking. “If it is worth it to serve Christ, then what was going on in their world of suffering and persecution?”

Faith is the victory by which we overcome the forces in the world that would destroy our lives, hope, and joy! Ahah! Herein is the forgotten factor of faith. There can be no victory without first being at battle! Did that one gripping phrase of verse 17, sink in to your life? God tested Abraham! Abraham was not tested so that God could discern what was the real heartbeat of Abraham but rather so that the real heartbeat of Abraham could be strengthened by the hand of God. God equipped and strengthened Abraham through the Isaac event on Moriah so that Abraham and Isaac would continue to grow in victory in the days ahead. Before God ever invites one of His children into a moment of testing, He already has all the power and encouragement which could be needed. Even with all of this noted, never underestimated the fiery ordeal called testing. God does test but always to bless.
A Second Thought
In Christ, you can climb higher than you have ever imagined.
A Second Step

“LORD, replace all my fears with your promises.”
A Second Mile
Memorize Ps. 56:3, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.”
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