“The High Price of Submission”
13 
But the angel said to him:


"Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. 

Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 

14 
He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 

15 

for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.

26 
In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

27 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin's name was Mary. 

28 
The angel went to her and said, 



"Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 

38 
"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. 


"May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her.
(Selected Passage: Luke 1:13-15, 38, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 26: Isa. 48:12-50:11; Eph. 4:17-32; Ps. 69:1-18; Prov. 24:5-6)
A Second Look

Unlocking the future depends entirely upon our willingness to embrace God’s plan for our lives. Within this day’s reflection upon Scripture from Luke 1:1-38 four people have their lives etched indelibly into the hearts and minds of all generations to follow. Zechariah and Elizabeth (vs. 13) and Mary and Joseph (vs. 27) all received an encounter with Gabriel, an angelic messenger of God, to be given the revelation that God had chosen them to be His vessels to bring God’s plan of salvation to the world. Two couples, two families, and two destinies are woven together to bring God’s Son – Jesus Christ – our Savior into the world. Although incredulous and fearful, ultimately both surrender their lives to the will of God. Mary’s words become the zenith of willful submission to God’s redemptive plan. Look deeper than an initial glance at what their submission to the will of God would mean.
Beyond the exhilaration of knowing they had been chosen by God, both would experience profound pain in embracing God’s will. Zechariah and Elizabeth would rear a son to live an austere life as a prophet of God. Not only would their son – John the Baptist – be misunderstood by many, he would leave this world with his head on a platter with no greater guilt than preaching the truth of God’s Word. He courageously confronted the world about sin and founded a ministry destined for decline in order to succeed because he sent all his followers to turn toward Christ. Joseph and Mary were given the privilege of parenting the virgin-born Son of God – Jesus Christ. It would be their incredible responsibility of rearing the sinless Savior. How is that life-calling for doing the impossible? Mary, more than any other, would know the high price of sacrifice as she would be called upon to watch her Son crucified.
Because these four followers of God would say, “Yes” to the will of God, all of us have a shot at salvation by grace today! What is God calling on you to say, “Yes” to today, so that the generations coming after you may know the mercy of God?
A Second Thought
The life of the Christian is to be lived out saying, “Yes” to the sacrifice God commands of you.
A Second Step

“LORD, help me embrace your will no matter what it costs me.”
A Second Mile
Are you submissive to the will of God today?
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