“Finding REAL Security”
2 
Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you:

3 
For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and



he will make her wilderness like Eden, and 



her desert like the garden of the LORD; 



joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and 




the voice of melody.

6 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: 

for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and 

the earth shall wax old like a garment, and 

they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: 


but my salvation shall be for ever, 


and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

11 
Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, 



and come with singing unto Zion; 



and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: 


they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.
(Selected Passage: Isaiah 51:2-3, 6, and 11, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 27: Isa. 51:1-53:12; Eph. 5:1-33; Ps. 69:19-36; Prov. 24:7)
A Second Look

I got on the elevator at the hospital today. A man clearly wearing the uniform associated with a crafted laborer such as a painter or one on the maintenance staff from the hospital staff joined me. He greeted me with a warm smile and kind words spoken with a strong voice. Before I go further, what do you reckon he may have earned an hour? Could it have been as much as $15.00 an hour? If he worked 40 hours a week, how much of his $600.00 salary would he have taken home after his regular visit by Uncle Sam? If in the course of a year (with extra work on the side or by means of all the overtime hours he could get) he was able to pull in as much as $30,000.00 to $40,000.00, where would his real security be? I can give you a clear clue! As I got off the elevator, I said, “God bless you.” But now, he responded with an even stronger and clearer voice, “I receive that!” I have to admit, I love to interact with common folk moved by uncommon faith!
So, the question is, “WHERE DOES REAL SECURITY COME FROM?” Here was a man who clearly had not known the benefit of education and multiple degrees? He was not an executive on the administrative staff? He was not a white-coated physician running his own practice. He was not even on the management team controlling one section of the hospital staff. He did not have any of the illusions of power and control that some of us depend upon today to feel secure. No, his security was much greater than degrees, positions, corner offices, or golden parachutes; his security was in the LORD! “I receive that,” he said to my pronouncement of a blessing upon his life. Whether or not he had memorized the wisdom of Isaiah 51, he clearly had learned the lesson. Isaiah teaches all believers to (1) LOOK BACK (vs. 2), (2) LOOK UP (vs. 3), and (3) LOOK AHEAD (vs. 11) for the help of the LORD!
Security does not come from what you have; it is not found in your skill, training, or personal ability to control the outcome of any event. I remember a median adult deacon with a knock-em-dead, never-met-a-stranger personality who was an award winning salesman who was employed by a multi-billion dollar multi-national corporation at the top of his A-GAME, who, over time lost it all because of a lapse in his health. I know another classic Type-A personality senior executive who tried to totally control his world who came to learn he could not control the actions of his own sons; he lost that which was most precious to him. The lessons are clear: Anything in this world you trust for security is nothing more than shifting sand! Trust the LORD! His salvation alone is eternal (vs. 6).
A Second Thought
Will you receive, count on, and trust in the blessing of the LORD today?
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me how to live by the riches you give me rather than the riches I try to accumulate for myself.”
A Second Mile
“God bless you!” Will you be aware of and alert to the blessing of God today?
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