“So Much More!”
2 
"Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide,



do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. 

3 
For you will spread out to the right and to the left;



your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities. 
(Selected Passage: Isa. 54:2-3, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 28: Isa. 54:1-57:13; Eph. 6:1-24; Ps. 70:1-5; Prov. 24:8)
A Second Look

Here is the bottom line: GOD HAS MORE IN STORE FOR YOU! God is great, gracious, and redemptive in His work on your behalf. While the specific message here is that God will regather Israel and restore them to prominence, significance, and fruitfulness, this is the nature of God in His behavior toward all who will respond to Him in faith. Take a moment to look more deeply into this encouraging message.
God will cause bounty and growth to take the place of paucity and poverty. He is speaking to you, oh friend, as you feel possessed of a barren spirit or living in a barren circumstance (vs. 1). God will not only increase His gifts toward you but he will also increase your ability to manage, house, and use those gifts. This is the nature of our redemptive God.

God will cause previous sources of defeat and discouragement to become new sites of growth and advancement (vs. 3). Where have you floundered? Where have you failed? Where have you fallen? What have you lost that once seemed impossible to reclaim? As you walk in faith and faithfulness, your journey is moving toward such victory. Let your past be replaced with His future!
A Second Thought
Oswald Chambers quoted Luke 21:19, “In your patience possess ye your souls.” Apart from the perseverance of faithfully following the Lord, you will not find the rich new future God has in store for you.
A Second Step

“LORD, I believe you have more in store for me. Therefore, give me the patience to persevere in faith trusting you to keep your promise to me. Translate my faith in you into faithfulness to you.”
A Second Mile
Are you willing to keep a notepad handy throughout this week for the purpose of recording every remembrance of God’s faithfulness that comes to you? As you use it to record the faithfulness of God, you are sure to see your faith, joy, and thanksgiving grow. Number the list. Let it develop over the week. You will be surprised how your confidence and security will soar! You will find a greater willingness to walk in obedience than you have known before. God’s blessing will rest upon you.
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