“From Gloom to Glory”
18 
Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel,



who alone does marvelous deeds. 

19 
Praise be to his glorious name forever;



may the whole earth be filled with his glory.


Amen and Amen. 
(Selected Passage: Psalm 72:18-19, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Sept. 30: Isa. 60:1-62:5; Phil. 1:27-2:18; Ps. 72:1-20; Prov. 24:11-12)
A Second Look

Do you know what to do to begin to turn a day of gloom into a day of glory? Do you want to know? If I tell you how to get started, will you apply it today? I just left a friend who certainly has had a number of opportunities in life to experience the bitter taste and the biting sting of gloom. What is it like to lose your only daughter at one week of age? How does it feel to hear the report that your young adult husband has died in a tragic car accident leaving you to rear three sons? How does it feel to fight an unknown and painful disease for years only to hear late in the game that it is a rare – almost unknown – form of cancer? Yes, there are many reasonable opportunities to slip into the dark despair that comes as a result of continued trauma, but did you know that God has also made a passageway from gloom to glory? Moses, David, Isaiah, Elijah, Paul, John, and countless others who placed their faith in God found the way from gloom to glory.
Isaiah was traumatized and terrified when the great King Uzziah died. In the hour of such great vulnerability that he learned the LORD was eternally on His throne and could not be deterred or defeated by the conditions of man (Isa. 6:1-3). 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
In the ever-so-brief epistle of Jude, the half-brother of Jesus (a son of Joseph and Mary, Mk. 6:3), begins a message on salvation only to turn suddenly to warn all not to be deceived and destroyed by the ways of this fleshly world. As he writes, Jude reveals the one source of strength that moves us from gloom to glory.

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen (Jude 24-25).

 So then, what must we do to move from gloom to glory? First, change the driving direction and the compelling purpose of your life to from seeking a life of self-satisfaction and expecting continuous days of comfort and convenience to a life focused on bringing honor to God. Second, instead of fixing your mind on the troubles, challenges, and disappointments that surround you, fill your heart with thoughts of the perfect power, wisdom, strength, and love of God (read back over the challenges before Solomon as he offered his prayer as he began to reign as king in Psalm 72). We all become like that upon which we fix our minds. Third, understand that your weaknesses and needs are God’s perfect opportunities to reveal His sufficient grace through you (2 Cor. 1:3-4 and 12:7-9). Fourth, recognize that all your needs, hurts, and fears are God’s invitation to call upon Him for mercy, hope, and strength, (Phil. 4:6-9). Fifth, live each day seeking to serve others in Jesus’ name (John 13:12-17).
A Second Thought
The gloomy one concentrates on troubles of life rather than the LORD of life.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to fix my eyes on you and to live according to your plan.”
A Second Mile
Turning gloom to glory begins by seeking God’s will rather than your will.  Terry Booth
