“Learning to Pray with Power”
6 
I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;



they will never be silent day or night.


You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest, 

7 

and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem 



and makes her the praise of the earth. 

8 
The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm:

"Never again will I give your grain as food for your enemies,



and never again will foreigners drink the new wine for which you have toiled; 

9 

but those who harvest it will eat it and praise the LORD,



and those who gather the grapes will drink it in the courts of my sanctuary."
(Selected Passage: Isaiah 62:6-9, NIV, (Formatted for emphasis); THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct.1: Isa. 62:6-65:25; Phil. 2:19-3:4; Ps. 73:1-28; Prov. 24:13-14)
A Second Look

We often feel as though life is unfair without ever honestly admitting that we are the ones who unlocked the door to our own suffering. As you read verses 8-9, you realize that Israel went through a season of time when they were oppressed and cruelly ill-treated. Israel slaved away in the heat of the day to gather the harvest only to have the rich bounty snatched away from them by marauders. God vows that this time of injustice and suffering will come to an end never to be repeated again. A day of restoration awaits those who turn to the LORD! Unfortunately, most of us know little about how to hasten the day of restoration.
Isaiah declares that he has placed men upon the walls of the city of Jerusalem to persistently make prayerful intercession for the people of God based upon the promises of God. Herein are a number of critical clues for a restored life. 
· Fill you mind, heart, will, and prayers with the promises of God. How can I be more direct, how can I be more clear than to say, quit trying to get God to do what you want; pray for God’s power to do God’s will in and through you. How did Jesus teach us to pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Mt. 6:10). John reminds us in the N.T. that if we build our prayers on the promises of God, our prayers WILL be answered (1 Jn. 5:14-15).

· Understand that God’s timing is not a matter of His being too busy or even unwilling to answer your prayers based upon His promises, but rather an expression of His patience as He awaits your readiness to receive His will. The quicker you get ready for God’s will in your life, the quicker restoration will come to you. Persistence in prayer is how God does His work to change you.

· As you pray, fill your mouth and mind with words of praise. To praise the LORD produces how, courage, and strength in you. Do not leave the praise of God to the voice of creation around you (Lk. 19:40).
A Second Thought
Let the words God speaks to you in Scripture guide the words you speak to Him in prayer.
A Second Step

“LORD, fill my mind with your truth. Teach me to pray according to your promises.”
A Second Mile
Would it not seem quite rude for a so-called friend to call you only at his convenience to talk only about his interests and concerns while virtually refusing to respond to any new word or thought you might bring to him? Is it not equally rude for us to fill our prayers only with the matters of importance to us like a torrent of water from a fireman’s hose? If we ratchet off the flow of our prayers after we have flooded heaven with our wishes, we will miss the greater blessing God had in store for us of which we never learned. Show some courtesy; let the LORD chose the topic of your prayerful conversation through the words He speaks to you in Scripture.
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