“Backsliding”
6 
The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, 



hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done?
8 
And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery 



I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; 



yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.

11 
And the LORD said unto me, 



the backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.

12 
Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, 



return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; 




and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, 





saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever.

14 
Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: 



and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:

22 
Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. 


Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.
14 
The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: 


and a good man shall be satisfied from himself.

(Selected Passage: Jer. 3:6, 8, 11-12, 14, 22; Prov. 14:14, KJV, (Formatted for emphasis); THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct.4: Jer.2:31-4:18; Col. 1:1-20; Ps. 76:1-12; Prov. 24:21-22)
A Second Look

Let me speak with razor sharp clarity: Satan's deception can seem almost imperceptive! He lies and misleads with such subtlety that one can scarcely detect the precise point of his deception. As we embrace his lies, we enslave ourselves in his traps. Look back at Prov.14:14 above (the last verse). When we allow ourselves to be misled by the evil one, we inflict severe wounds upon ourselves. Neither others nor our circumstances become the source of our struggles, but rather we have invited havoc into our own lives.
The word backsliding is only used in the O.T. (Isa. 57:17; Jeremiah, and Hos. 11:7; and 14:4). Like the frog boiled in the kettle, the water is not boiling when he is dropped in but rather tepid. Had the water been boiling upon being dropped in he would have immediately jumped out, but since the temperature was raised slowly a degree at a time, he is cooked before he recognizes the need to respond. God’s children do not usually jump into sin; they slowly slide into it. Backsliding pictures the horribly dangerous condition of slowly decreasing faithfulness. 

The Scripture helps us understand the process of backsliding. We begin to neglect our first love (Rev. 2:4); we advance to living more and more by the flesh (Gal. 3:1-3); and we awaken to find ourselves dishonoring the Lord and destroying our lives. That which we once thought we would never do – commit spiritual adultery – in our relationship with Christ, now becomes the norm for our daily living (vs. 8). As an infection which once found its way through a small wound can become systemic or septic leading to death by overwhelming the entire body, so the sin of spiritual neglect leads to a loss of one’s spiritual appetite and grows to become spiritual compromise leading finally to complete spiritual disaster and devastation.
A Second Thought
Truly, when you give Satan an inch, he is sure to take a mile!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to every possibility of sliding away from you. Please awaken me to the danger of allowing Satan to turn my attention away from that which pleases the LORD and weakens my life.”
A Second Mile
Are you allowing some circumstance, situation, relationship, or disappointment to distract you from your personal devotion to the LORD? 
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