“Trusting in ‘Lying Words’”
2 
Stand in the gate of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, 



Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah.
3 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 



Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

4 
Trust ye not in lying words, saying, 


The temple of the LORD, 



The temple of the LORD, 


The temple of the LORD, are these.

5 
For IF ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; 



IFye throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour;

6 
IF ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, 


and shed not innocent blood in this place,




neither walk after other gods to your hurt:

7 
THEN will I cause you to dwell in this place,


 in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.

8 
Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 

(Selected Passage: Jer. 7:2-8, KJV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 6: Jer. 6:15-8:7; Col. 2:8-23; Ps. 78:1-31; Prov. 24:26)
A Second Look

As a pastor, one of the most common responses people offer to me show that they still struggle with the faulty notion that going to church is the some total of one’s spiritual life. Many of those living in Jeremiah’s day held to the thought that the nation of Israel (Judah in the south in particular) was safe from all outside attack because of the physical presence of the Temple in Jerusalem. As they cried out, “The Temple, the Temple, The Temple,” they were announcing the misguided sense of security. As followers of God, we can have supernatural security no matter what circumstance may take place around us, but it is not because of any religious ritual or activity.
Yes, God is “on our side,” but the more important question is, “Are we living in such a way that we are clearly on His side.” Disobedience for a believer is in many ways a more serious problem that disobedience among the lost. Disobedience breaks down a believer’s sense of security. True security rises out of a right relationship with God. A right relationship with God is often revealed through a right relationship with others, particularly those who have less power than you do. As you read verses 5-6 make a list of who would make up this list of people in your life. Who are the ones God is looking to see how you behave toward the powerless? Who does God expect you to serve? What is the “IF” “THEN” relationship between the words of verses 5-6 and verse 7? If religious rituals do not produce real security, what does produce real security? If the PLACE of worship does not make you safe, what PRACTICE in your walk with the Lord will lead you into safety? From what “lying words” was God trying to redirect His people?
A Second Thought
Do you embody Christ to the lowly and overlooked of life?
A Second Step

“LORD, make my heart tender toward the oppressed of the world.”
A Second Mile
Live today seeking to lift up others.  









Terry Booth
