“The Patience of God”
32 
In spite of all this, they kept on sinning; 



in spite of his wonders, they did not believe. 

33 
So he ended their days in futility and their years in terror. 

34 
Whenever God slew them, 



they would seek him; they eagerly turned to him again. 

35 
They remembered that God was their Rock, that God Most High was their Redeemer. 

36 
But then they would flatter him with their mouths, lying to him with their tongues; 

37 

their hearts were not loyal to him, they were not faithful to his covenant. 

38 
Yet he was merciful; he forgave their iniquities and did not destroy them.


Time after time he restrained his anger and did not stir up his full wrath. 

39 
He remembered that they were but flesh, a passing breeze that does not return.
(Selected Passage: Psalm 78:32-39, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 6: Jer. 8:8-9:26; Col. 3:1-17; Ps. 78:32-55; Prov. 24:27)
A Second Look

If God is anything, He is patient. Clearly, you cannot know yourself well without also knowing that God has had to be extremely patient in all of His dealings with you. The German language has a special word which defines the “history of salvation.” Psalm 78 is something of God’s history of salvation for the children of Israel. He records His leading them out of Egypt (vs. 12-16, and 42-53), their wilderness wanderings as a result of their reoccurring disobedience (vs. 17-41), and their conquest of Canaan (vs. 56-64). However, even though God gave those with the integrity and the ability to minister truth to them, the people of God continued to reduce their lives to following the ways of the world around them. Life continued to reduce itself to futility and terror (vs. 33) because of their rebellion.
How sad that we tend to only seek God when we find ourselves running into the hand of God’s correction. How tragic that our hollow promises to God seem to be the only things that extend beyond the patience of God! How piercing is the fact that God wants to bless us more than we want to be blessed and yet we spend so much time in self-imposed injury and disappointment. So, why has God given us such a long and detailed record of Israel’s rebellion and God’s redemptive mercy? One reason, God hopes the movement of His hand in history will redirect our response to His hand today!
A Second Thought
“What are all histories but God manifesting Himself?”









(Oliver Cromwell, 1599-1658, Lord Protector of England)
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to the patient movements of your hand in my life.”
A Second Mile
Never interpret God’s patience as passivity or weakness. If anything, God’s patience is all the more reason to reverence His mighty power.
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