“The Journey of Faith”
1 
When Jesus had called the Twelve together, 



he gave them power and authority 



to drive out all demons and 



to cure diseases, 

2 

and he sent them out 



to preach the kingdom of God and 



to heal the sick. 

3 
He told them: 


"Take nothing for the journey — 


no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 

4 
Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 

5 
If people do not welcome you, 


shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town,




as a testimony against them."  

6 
So they set out and went from village to village, 



preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.
(Selected Passage: Luke 9:1-6, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 7: Jer. 8:8-9:26; Col. 3:1-17; Ps. 78:32-55; Prov. 24:27)
A Second Look

If life is anything, it is a journey of faith! As Jesus called His apostles together, He empowered them (vs. 1), employed them (vs. 1b-2), instructed them (vs. 3-4), and encouraged them (vs. 5) in such a way so as to guarantee their success. Herein is a vital truth which you can hang your entire life on today, “God never calls you to service without insuring your success!” This life is a journey of faith. Whatever comes before you today, God has already planted all that you shall need along the way. Oh, to be sure, you will face challenges; you will be rejected, but you WILL NOT FAIL when you walk in faith. While the story above unpacks God’s specific calling of Christ’s apostles and God’s particular equipping of those first century servants of God, the story still conveys vital truths which are immediately applicable to our lives today. 
As you meditate upon the conversation between Christ and His servants above, you discover spiritual facts and truths which transform your life today. First, God empowers you before He employs you (vs. 1-2). Rest in this, if God has called you, God has prepared you for that call. Second, God’s calling invites us to join Him in addressing human needs and spiritual needs (vs. 2). Third, entering the Kingdom of God – coming to live willingly under the authority and control of Christ as our King – is that which makes us whole (vs. 2). Fourth, following Christ will always require faith (vs. 3). Fifth, when you follow Christ and live by His love for others, you will still experience the bite and sting of rejection (vs. 4-5). If they rejected Christ – the perfect embodiment of love, peace, and joy – how can you possibly think you will not also experience rejection. Sixth, every person is responsible for his or her own response to Christ. Knocking the dust on your feet does not mean that you reject them back in a spirit of wounded retaliation; it means, “The monkey is on your back. The result of your rejection is your responsibility.”
Rest and rejoice today. The assignment God has for you today, God has already prepared for your fruitful success.

A Second Thought
God wants you to make Him known through you.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me your glowing confidence for today’s calling.”
A Second Mile
Fruitfulness awaits your today.
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