“Blessed or Cursed”
5 
This is what the LORD says:



"Cursed is the one 
who trusts in man, 








who depends on flesh for his strength and








whose heart turns away from the LORD. 

6 
He will be like a bush in the wastelands; 

he will not see prosperity when it comes.


He will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. 

7 
"But blessed is the man 
who trusts in the LORD, 








whose confidence is in him. 
8 
He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.


It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.


It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit." 

(Selected Passage: Jer. 17:5-8, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 11: Jer. 16:16-18:23; 1 Thess. 4:1-5:3; Ps. 81:1-16; Prov. 25:6-7)
A Second Look

From the time the Israelites came out of Egypt and later stood between the mountains of Gerizim and Ebal, God has been trying to guide mankind to understand there is a path which leads to blessing and a path which leads to cursing (Dt. 11:29-30; 27:12-13; and Josh. 8:30-35). God used every available means to depict this truth such as dividing respectively between these two mountains blessing and cursing, such as antiphonally positioning the choir so as to verbally, emotionally, and spiritually distinguish the difference. Above, God used the natural growth patterns and processes of plants to underscore that which leads to growth and that which leads to decline. What was the most basic line of demarcation between blessing and cursing? Nothing so determines the outcome or destiny of any activity as whether or not one is walking according to his or her own flesh or whether according to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. If we are surrendering to God’s will, blessing becomes the outcome. If we are seeking our own desires or that which fits our own personalities the outcome is decline. If our aim is to ask, “God what do you want?” the result is blessing. If our intention is merely to satisfy our own desires or to impose our own will, the result is decline and demise.
Jeremiah makes it very clear that the key to lush fruit is well-placed roots. How could he be more graphic? The one who places his trust in man will be like a barren bush in a desolate wasteland; he will be like that dead patch in your yard where you foolishly poured the salty ice from around your ice cream churn (vs. 6). On the other hand, he was just as vivid in describing the one who trusts in the LORD as have deep well-fed roots as if by a stream showing no signs of death or decline during a time of drought (vs. 8). Did you catch the fact that Jeremiah said, “when” the heat comes not “if” the heat comes. Times of great stress and duress do come, but the one with deep roots in the Word and in prayer, will act upon God’s will not today’s whim. 
What does it mean to “trust in the LORD?” Trusting in the LORD means we surrender to His will regardless of our feelings, or even the feelings of others. Trusting in the LORD reveals one has more confidence in God’s promises than in one’s own intellect, strength, or skill. Trusting in the LORD is faith put in action.
A Second Thought
William Carey said, “Attempt great things for God; expect great things from God.”
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes, my ears, my mind, and my heart to receive your message and to immediately and willingly obey it.”
A Second Mile
As you read every verse of Scripture, teach yourself to ask, “So now what do I do?” God does not reveal His will to enlighten you. He reveals His will to enable you. So what do you choose to seek, blessing or cursing?
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