“Teach Us to Pray”
1 
And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, 



one of his disciples said unto him, 




Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

2 
And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, 



Our Father which art in heaven, 



Hallowed be thy name. 


Thy kingdom come. 



Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

3 

Give us day by day our daily bread.

4 

And forgive us our sins; 



for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. 


And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
(Selected Passage: Luke 11:1-4, KJV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 11: Jer. 16:16-18:23; 1 Thess. 4:1-5:3; Ps. 81:1-16; Prov. 25:6-7)
A Second Look

Many of life’s biggest ideas and many of life’s most powerful and important truths pivot on life’s smallest and simplest words. My father had a great deal to do with my becoming a verbivore. NO, the last word in the previous sentence is not a typographical error. However, in checking most of the online dictionaries I did learn that it might qualify as an act of verbicide: The willful distortion of the meaning or in some cases spelling of a word for affect, such as for literary affect. Yes, I love words. Yes, I do have my Word-A-Day Calendar on the desk in front of me (Lest you doubt me the word for the day is miscible: Capable of being mixed). So, back to the point… my father helped me learn to love words. For me, becoming a verbivore: One loving to learn and/or devour new words is like adding a new color Crayola to my box of colors. Now back to the greater truth with which I began: Many of life’s biggest ideas and many of life’s most powerful and important truths pivot on life’s smallest and seemingly least significant words. Case in Point: Consider the simple, single syllable prepositions with and for. Here is the proof: What we do with Christ is far more important than what we do for Christ, for submission leads to obedience and service. Therefore, the disciples were completely captivated by the power of Christ as He prayed for they observed what Christ did with the Heavenly Father. In essence, one of the disciples said, Teach us to pray.
If Jesus – GOD INCARNATE – needed to and chose to pray throughout His earthly ministry do we not need to pray all the more?! Jesus prayed at His baptism (Lk. 3:21), before he chose the Twelve (Lk. 6:12), at the Transfiguration (Lk. 9:28), in the garden before He was arrested (Lk.22:40-44), on the cross (Lk. 23:46), and at other times (Lk. 5:16; 9:18). Certainly, Jesus has set a strong example underscoring our need to pray! This passage (also conveyed in Mt. 6:9-13) commonly called THE LORD’S PRAYER, would better be titled THE DISCIPLE’S PRAYER because there are components in it which are in no way applicable to Christ but are totally and exclusively applicable to Christ’s disciples such as “forgive us our sins.” THE DISCIPLE’S PRAYER is comprehensive, universal, and simple.
What did the Lord teach them in response to the disciple’s request? First, prayer is relational. Did you notice that all of the personal pronouns referring to the believers are plural? Although we may pray in solitude, we do not pray alone; we pray as a part of God’s larger family of faith – the Body of Christ – the church. Second, what is to be our greatest concern when we pray? That which concerns God and His will must become that which takes the place of highest priority as we pray. Third, the very premise upon which our praying is built is the idea that God is our loving and personally involved Heavenly Father. Since He is Heavenly, He is able to meet every need. Since He is our Father, He is motivated already to meet the needs of those willing to love, trust, and obey Him. Our praying is based upon sonship not friendship. We become the children of God not by human birth but by spiritual rebirth (Jn. 1:12; 3:3). Fourth, the purpose of prayer in not to get man’s will done in heaven but rather to get God’s will done on earth. There we go again, the smallest and simplest words mark the biggest and most important truths. We are not taught to pray for the gifts of the Spirit but rather to pray for the good things of the Holy Spirit (Mt. 7:11) which build our character to reflect His glory and which empower us to proclaim His grace.
A Second Thought
We do not pray before we do the work of God. Praying is the work of God.
A Second Step

“LORD, elevate my understanding of prayer. Teach me to pray according to the model you have given me. Release you power upon me as I pray.”
A Second Mile
The power over Satan (Lk. 11:14-32) becomes operative in our lives when the power of prayer becomes the operational standard of our lives.  
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