“Learning to Pray”
11 
With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, 


that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and 


that by his power he may fulfill 
every good purpose of yours and 











every act prompted by your faith. 
12 
We pray this 
so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, 















and you in him, 





according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV)
11 
With this in view we constantly pray for you, 


that our God may deem and count you worthy of [your] calling 


and [His] every gracious purpose of goodness, 



and with power may complete in [your] every particular work of faith 




(faith which is that leaning of the whole human personality 





on God in absolute trust and confidence 






in His power, wisdom, and goodness). 

12 
Thus may the name of our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified 


and become more glorious through (you) and in you, 


and may you [also be glorified] in Him according to the grace (favor and blessing) 



of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). (AMP)
(Selected Passage: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 13: Jer. 22:1-23:20; 2 Thess. 1:1-12; Ps. 83:1-18; Prov. 25:11-14)
A Second Look

I know a great deal of space is given to the text of 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (above) drawing insight from two different translations. I also know that The Amplified Version (appearing second) can seem overly wordy and therefore complex. Finally, I also know that my unique pattern of using various forms of emphasis to express the meaning or to draw attention to specific portions of the passage may slow down your reading of the Scripture. If you are slowed down enough to treat Scripture like an excellent stalk of sugar cane upon which you chew and gnaw, you are more likely to sense, hear, and feel the Spirit of God speaking to you.
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 gives us a glorious picture of Paul’s praying for other believers and in so doing sets a pattern, a model before us.  Study these opening lines which unfold Paul’s pattern of praying and use it to mold your intercession for others.
Paul prayed (from a grateful heart) that these believers would continue to grow in faith, love, and perseverance (vs. 3-4).  Have you learned to say thank you for what the Lord is doing in another person’s life even when you do not feel particularly appreciative of every quality in his or her life? (Think over this last question slowly and thoughtfully). There were issues of confused beliefs and poor behavior in Thessalonica, but Paul learned to be thankful for WHAT GOD WAS GROWING AND DOING! You do not have to celebrate every aspect of a person’s life and personality to lovingly pray for him or her. The foundation of Paul’s prayers of intercession was in the character of God, not the character of man!
The content of Paul’s intercessory prayers was that God would bring those for whom he prayed into a WORTHY lifestyle of beliefs and behaviors (VS. 11). Clearly, Paul did not think or feel those for whom he prayed had arrived. Note carefully that the aim of Paul’s prayer was the glory of God not simply the gain of man (vs. 12). How can God re-mold your praying for others?
A Second Thought
Are you allowing God to use you to build others up in Christ?
A Second Step

“LORD, may my life count for you today in the lives of others.”
A Second Mile
Prayer begins with faith in the character of God. Prayer is framed by the principles and promises given to us in the Word of God. Prayer focuses on reproducing the will and the glory of God in us. Prayer is not our tool to talk God into our way. Prayer is God’s tool to instill in us His path, purpose, and power.




















Terry Booth
