“Learning to Pray”
1 
Finally, BROTHERS, PRAY FOR US


that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly 



and be honored, 





just as it was with you. 

2 
And PRAY 



that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, 




for not everyone has faith. 

3 
But the Lord is faithful, 



and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 

4 
We have confidence in the Lord 



that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 

5 
May the Lord direct your hearts 



into God's love and Christ's perseverance. 
(Selected Passage: 2 Thess. 3:16, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 15: Jer. 26:1-27:22; 2 Thess. 3:1-18; Ps. 85:1-13; Prov. 25:16)
A Second Look

One of the areas of our spiritual lives which all know to be very important but which we also quickly become discouraged and confused about is praying for one another. Why do we become discouraged and even tend to give up? The answer is rather clear.  we tend to try to enforce our plans upon God. We think we know what is best (by the way, it is our life anyway) and so we begin our prayer with the presumption, “God here is what you need to do.” Anytime we try to be God to GOD, we will find the experience to be frustrating and the outcome discouraging.
The passage above is so informative and so foundational that we would all be wise to post it on our refrigerator or other prominent place to help frame and form our prayers of intercession for others. Let the structure above and the specific word “that” guide you to learn and new purpose and pattern in praying.
· First, learn the fundamental importance of praying for one another (vs. 1a).

· Second, use your time praying for others and asking prayer for yourself that the result will be to advance the message and the honor of God (vs. 1b).
· Third, pray for spiritual victory over the spiritual battles that others face, often these battles involve personal relationships and conflicts with others (vs. 2).

· Fourth, as you pray, draw to mind the times of God’s faithfulness as a means of thanking God and increasing your faith (vs. 3a).

· Fifth, count on the strength of God to transform your attitudes and actions when in times of spiritual conflict (vs. 3b).

· Sixth, anticipate God’s guidance, God’s equipping, and God’s empowerment as you confront the spiritual challenges before you (vs. 4).
· Seventh, always focus your praying in such a way that the aim is submission and surrender to the will of God (vs. 5)

· Eight, make sure the aim of your praying is the reproducing of God’s character and conduct in your daily life (vs. 5b).

Praying can become a source of delight and confidence as we learn to seek God’s will and way rather than our own.
A Second Thought
Pray to unlock the power of God in our lives. 
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to pray with your power for myself and others daily.”
A Second Mile
Post the chart above and use it to guide you praying for others.
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