“Good out of Bad”
10 
This is what the LORD says: 


"When seventy years are completed for Babylon, 



I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise 




to bring you back to this place. 

11 

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 


"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

12 
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 

13 
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

14 
I will be found by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. 

I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you," 


declares the LORD, 



"and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile."
(Selected Passage: Jer.29:10-14, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 16: Jer. 28:1-29:32; 1 Tim. 1:1-20; Ps. 86:1-17; Prov. 25:17)
A Second Look

Jeremiah is truly one of the better known and more hope-giving passages of the Old Testament, however few of us understand that the context of God’s message is God’s promise to bring good out of bad! We often tend to be such simple thinkers that we conclude that if a bad event or experience takes place in our lives no outcome or result from it can come except that which is bad. If the message of the Bible is anything – if the message of the Gospel is anything – it is that God’s redemptive purpose, plan, and promise is to bring good out of bad! Isaiah 29 guides us along the path of bringing good out of bad.
· Learn to accept hard times. The one who fills his mind and mouth with complaints  during life’s difficulties will never find God’s goodness.
· Learn to trust God patiently. Nothing catches God unaware and nothing overwhelms Him. He has His timing perfectly worked out; rest in Him.

· Learn to take God at His Word (vs. 11). It is impossible for God to lie. For God to lie would mean that He could no longer be God.  For not only does the Scripture say that God cannot lie, but logic demands that at the moment God ceased to operate with complete honesty and integrity the order of our universe would dissolve into catastrophic chaos!
· Learn to refuse to let the world mislead you with false hopes and philosophical lies. People are prone to construct their own beliefs in an attempt to find some reason to think that tomorrow is going to be better. 
As we began reading Jeremiah, God’s seventy years of discipline through the means of Babylonian deportation loomed upon the horizon. However, for those who believe, God promises through His mercy to bring good out of bad. 
A Second Thought
Seek God when times seem uncertain. His blessing awaits you.
A Second Step

“LORD, set my heart and life upon your redemptive promises.”
A Second Mile
Give you burden to Lord as He gives His blessing to you.
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