“Changed Hearts”
31 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 



that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

32 
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers 



in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; 



which my covenant they brake, 



although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:

33 
But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 



After those days, saith the LORD, 



I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; 




and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
(Selected Passage: Jeremiah 31:31-33, KJVP, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 18: Jer. 31:27-32:44; 1 Tim. 3:1-16; Ps. 88:1-18; Prov. 25:20-22)
A Second Look

If you can use your imagination you can see me sitting in Thomas Library at William Carey College (now University) in the fall of 1972 with commentaries open in front of me feverishly making notes for my first exegesis from this Old Testament passage. A later assignment would require me to develop one of my first messages from this passage. Clearly, Jeremiah 31:31-33 contains a classic truth of Scripture. The change God brings to the lives of His children is a change that would come from inside out!
What is about this second covenant that God makes with His children that so radically transcends the first covenant? The first covenant between God and man failed miserably while the second covenant flourished mightily. The first covenant was dependent upon man’s ability to keep his promise to obey all of the Lord’s commands; this second covenant is dependent upon God’s ability through the magnificence of His grace to woo our hearts to love Him. The former covenant was motivated by the fear of God’s judgment; the latter covenant is compelled by the greatness of His mercy. Notice above, verse thirty-three says, “After those days,” relating to the limited time of the seventy year deportation to Babylon. Once we realize that God’s wrath is limited by the boundaries of God’s love, we respond from the heart saying, “Who is like our God?” God is ready to touch your heart with tenderness today.
A Second Thought
God’s love captures and compels our hearts.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to the many times you have circumscribed a boundary around your judgment in order to lead me to know your mercy.”
A Second Mile
What times do you remember that you could have faced judgment but instead God gave you mercy?
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