“Live to Give”
7
So He told a parable to those who were invited, 


when He noted how they chose the best places, saying to them: 

8 
"When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, 


do not sit down in the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him;  

9 

and he who invited you and him come and say to you, 



'Give place to this man,' 




and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place.  

10 
But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, 


so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, 'Friend, go up higher.' 
Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you.  

11 
For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 


and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
(Selected Passage: Luke 14:7-11, (NKJV), Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 18: Jer. 31:27-32:44; 1 Tim. 3:1-16; Ps. 88:1-18; Prov. 25:20-22)
A Second Look

Sharing a meal together is important today, but it was even more important in Christ’s day. Sharing a meal was a strong sign of friendship and personal commitment to one another. On this particular Sabbath, Jesus shared a meal with a Pharisee only to sadly observe a number of significant disappointments. Jesus noted that a handicapped man was coldly ignored during an event (the meal) when loving compassion was supposedly on display. Tragically, it seems likely that the handicapped man was invited as strategic bait in an attempt to see if Christ would heal him on the Sabbath. Such an act was calculated and cruel. In our day, more fuse is made by PETA in an effort to protect the rights of animals, than effort is made to meet the needs of those hurting around us. Christ calls us to live of willing compassion (Lk. 14:1-6).
Jesus was also offended by the prideful arrogance often on display in social settings. Jesus exposed man’s yearning for honor and recognition as was revealed by those posturing for the positions of importance. Clearly modern man is so insecure that the pursuit of human affirmation distracts our energy away from building others up. Christ calls us to hearts dominated by sincere humility (Lk. 14:7-11).
Jesus exposed man’s tendency to do acts of kindness based upon what was expected in return. R. G. LeTourneau observed, “If we give only because it pays, it won’t pay.” Fellowship based upon selfishness is not Christian in any way. Christ teaches us not to give simply to get (Lk. 14:12-14).
A Second Thought
God’s love captures our heart and compels our action.
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from self-centered living and self-consumed attention.”
A Second Mile
Live to give and leave the results up to the LORD.
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