“Radical Truth”
1
While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard, 



the word of the LORD came to him a second time: 

2 
"This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, 



the LORD who formed it and established it — the LORD is his name: 

3
'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things 



you do not know.'
11
For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,' says the LORD. 
(Selected Passage: Jer. 33:1-3, 11, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 19: Jer. 33:1-34:22; 1 Tim. 4:1-16; Ps. 89:1-13; Prov. 25:23-24)
A Second Look

Were you shocked, thrilled or both as you read Jer. 33:1? You can lock Jeremiah in the courtyard, but you cannot lock God out of the courtyard! For I will restore (vs. 11) is one of the most radical and revolutionary statements of Scripture. In fact, I have boxed, highlighted, and underlined this statement in my Bible. Anything I can do to remind you and to remind myself that God is a God of restoration is worth the effort. “LORD, what will it take for this promise to be realized? What do you require of your children so that we can be restored to our original relationship of intimacy with you and so that we can once again know the dynamic purpose for which you created us? LORD, how can know what we have shattered into a thousand pieces by our sin and be brought back together in beauty and with meaning?” My mind began to race toward matters of marriage, ministry, money, fruitfulness, friendship, even health, joy, peace, and strength. Three decades of ministry flooded my mind, names and faces washed over me like the waves of a tsunami. My heart began to ache. With fear, my eyes, at first locked in a gripping stare, began to slowly slide back over the preceding words, as I cried out to the Lord, “What will it take?” Here is what He said to me.
FAITH. Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard (vs. 1). Just as is God’s nature, He delivered a 3-D snapshot of tomorrow while it was yet yesterday. God said, “Terry, it is going to take the greatest expression of faith you have ever known. You are going to have to completely entrust yourself to me. Without real surrender there will be no real restoration.”
The WORD. Jeremiah wrote, “This is what the LORD says” (vs. 2). God is going to require His instruction to be consumed in our hearts and completely followed in our lives. He is not going to accept some synthetic substitute of human opinions, feelings, and theories.
PRAYER. Can God be more direct than He was in verse 3, “Call on me?” Take God at His word, surrender yourself in faith, and cry out to Him in prayer. This is God’s way to restoration whether referring to His children 2600 years ago or today. We can do nothing more than pray, until we pray!
A Second Thought
God’s settled desire to restore His children rests on their willingness to trust His plan. 
A Second Step

“LORD, help me take you at your Word in all the matters of life.”
A Second Mile
Simplify your faith. Get back to the basics of doing whatever God says.
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