“Leadership”
17
Let the elders who rule well 



be counted worthy of double honor, 




especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. 

18 
For the Scripture says, 



"You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain," and,



"The laborer is worthy of his wages."   

19 
Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. 

20
Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear.
(Selected Passage: 1 Tim. 5:17-20, NKJV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 20: Jer. 35:1-36:32; 1 Tim. 5:1-25; Ps. 89:14-37; Prov. 25:25-27)
A Second Look

Recently, some have taken the opportunity to write or speak a word of appreciation to me; thank you for your encouragement. In the following paragraphs, please let me share the will of God concerning spiritual leadership, spiritual leaders, and God’s call to us all to follow God’s leadership faithfully. Please know, I will never mislead or manipulate you. These truths go beyond my personal feelings; these are God’s commands for us all. Obedience to any command of God brings fruitfulness and joy!
For more than thirty-five years I have known the joy and pain of serving my Lord by loving and strengthening His bride, the church, and by sharing His message of grace with anyone, anywhere, anytime. While I am sure I have faltered along the way, my wrong steps have most commonly been failures of the hands not failures of the heart. The truths above contain essential principles God wants us to embrace and implement. This is what God expects of us! Follow the emphasized words.
“Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor,” Bring the underlined words together. What do you learn? “Let the elders rule” is the core expectation of this verse (vs. 17). This command was born in the heart of God and conveyed by the Spirit of God. Paul passed this revelation of God on to subsequent generations even ours today. God expects us to take His Word seriously. God means what He says and says what He means. Clearly God expects His people to follow the leader God calls and anoints. Effective leadership nurtures faithful follow-ship. However, from the earliest days of man, even good leadership has been resisted and refused by some. What examples do you remember from the ministries of Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Elijah, Jesus, and others? So, let’s let God’s leaders lead!

“Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor,” The truth is we are all followers and leaders at different times. At times we follow the leadership of a professional such as a teacher, doctor or dentist. We also learn to submit to the restaurant server who tells us where the cafeteria line begins or the police officer who instructs us to stop.  Here, Paul speaks of elders meaning those who show clear and consistent signs of spiritual maturity. God has given us one perfect leader – JESUS. God also gives us many leaders who are being perfected in Christ. You should not ask, “Is my leader perfect,” but rather, “Is my leader being perfected?”
Let the elders who rule well reveal to us that there is a standard or a measure a leader is to be compared to or evaluated by; that standard is Jesus. The word well speaks to the matters of character not to how well a person preaches, or how long he preaches. This condition of wellness describes, integrity, consistency, moral righteousness, and interactive relationships. Paul calls God’s servants to nurture, strengthen, and challenge God’s people. The elder is to lead believers to discover their own lives of godliness, ministry, and witness to others.
What is double honor? More importantly, what does double honor reveal for the heart of the one giving the gift of double honor? Specifically, double honor refers to pay or expressions of gratitude. However, double honor most importantly reveals that the one giving the gift has a great value for the spiritual truths, principles, and promises which are shared by the spiritual leader. When we love what we get from God’s leaders with love, the leaders through which God gives us these gifts is life.
A Second Thought
Spiritual leaders are first and foremost spiritual servants helping all believer embrace and embody the Character of Christ.
A Second Step

“LORD, fill us with Jesus so that by following us, others become more like Him.”
A Second Mile
Are you being perfected by a willing and obedient spirit?
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