 “Wise Up!”
8 Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God,
(Selected Passage: 1 Thess. 4:8, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 21: Jer. 37:1-38:28; 1 Tim. 6:1-21; Ps. 89:38-52; Prov. 25:28)
A Second Look

Weigh this statement carefully… VERY CAREFULLY! Most of the people I know who choose to neglect or even resist the Word of God do so with the faulty notion that statements from the Scripture are nothing more than an alternate view of life. They mistakenly think that choosing to accept or reject what God says is something like unto choosing a paint scheme for their house – nothing is really right or wrong, it is all a matter of taste. If I want paisley wall paper or ten inch polka dots all over the wall, what is that to you; that is just the way I want it! However, if there is a God, and if that God is Jehovah as revealed in Scripture, and furthermore, if He has chosen to reveal His Son – Jesus – as man’s only Savior, then rejecting God’s Word will have a dreaded and radical impact on us. Focus on the one verse above.
To reject God’s Word is to reject the God of the Word. Therefore to live by our own will rather than God’s will is to miss out on God’s mercy, God’s love, God’s grace, and God’s hope. Weigh each of these four words with great care. To live without God’s mercy means that every faulty decision comes crashing in completely at your feet. It means the just God of the universe, having noted that you have rejected His offer of mercy, can now only judge you completely and eternally. I have just this day spoken with a man who suffered burns over 75% of his body in a flash explosion which allowed him to see his fingernails melt before his eyes and drop from his finger in less than five seconds. With seared vocal cords he said, “Terry, it was like no pain I have ever known before, except it was everywhere I could touch. Oh, Terry, if that is Hell and there is no reprieve, I cannot imagine…” His voice trailed into a certain sober sadness. To reject God’s  love would destin you to live in isolation and aloneness in this world and in the world to come. To reject His grace would be to cast aside every ounce of redemption so as to never see good come from bad. To throw away His hope is to live every day with no reason to believe that tomorrow would be any better. Oh, my friends, these are too terrible and too dark to consider. Know this;  all God says to us, He says for us. He does not command our path for that which He will get from us but rather only for that which He gives to us. Respect God’s call and God’s command.
A Second Thought
He who does not respect and respond to God’s call and command will surely live to regret it!
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from the folly of thinking I know what is best for my life. Open my eyes to the fact that if I cannot see and do your will, I will never know the meaning of best.”
A Second Mile
Jesus asked Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, “Why do you kick against the pricks?” Is this a question that would be well addressed to you?
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