“Life’s Greatest Pain”
1 
In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, 



Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army 


and laid siege to it.

4 
When Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers saw them, THEY FLED; 



they left the city 
at night 







by way of the king's garden, 







through the gate between the two walls, 







and headed toward the Arabah.   

5 
But the Babylonian army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah 


in the plains of Jericho. 

They captured him and took him to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at Riblah 


in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced sentence on him. 
6 
There at Riblah 
the king of Babylon 







slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah 








before his eyes 







and also killed all the nobles of Judah. 
7 
Then 




he put out Zedekiah's eyes 







and bound him with bronze shackles 








to take him to Babylon. 

(Selected Passage: Jeremiah 39:1, 4-7, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 22: Jer. 39:1-41:18; 2 Tim. 1:1-18; Ps. 90:1-91:16; Prov. 26:1-2)
A Second Look

I continue to hope that the odd way I try to visually emphasize the passage of Scripture we are looking at does not confuse or frustrate you. Remember, do not simply look at the bolded or underlined sections to pronounce emphasis at one point or another, also look at the way the passage is uniquely indented so that you can associate certain words or phrases with the words or phrases immediately surrounding them.
What would be the absolutely worst pain you could imagine? In yesterday’s devotion, I wrote of a friend and family member who was caught in an oilfield explosion that burned his clothes and melted his skin off of him in less than five seconds. He watched as his fingernails melted and dripped instantly from his fingers. However, even the torturous inferno my friend went through was not the worst pain I could imagine! Look at what happened to Zedekiah above as a result of his rebellion from God, his resistance of God’s gracious warning, and his attempt at running away from his responsibility for his bad choices.
In denial, Zedekiah felt he could escape judgment. In fear he fled the wrath of the Babylonian army (which unbeknownst to them or to him, moved at the behest of God). In shock and horror, Zedekiah was captured only to have the last scene his eyes would ever behold be that of his own sons agonizingly tortured to death before his own eyes! I can think of no pain to equal the emotional trauma of knowing that my bad choices led to the horrific demise of those I loved the most! To see my sin visited upon my family is one of the darkest images I can envision, but that is the very nature of sin. Sin does not simply exact an ominous price from us; sin also exacts and excruciating price from all the people around us. Think about from the context of your own experience. Have you not seen one’s sin devastate a spouse, or children, or parents, or siblings, or trusted friends? Have you not known the grief of some to be multiplied in the lives of those around the one responsible for the sin? Zedekiah was manacled with clanking bronze shackles and a thundering chain. His once delicate skin was ground into raw and open wounds as the one who once occupied the throne of Judah was now led in ignominy from town to village along his journey of slavery and servitude before the Babylonians all the while unable to get the one picture out of his mind that he last saw, the picture of his sins destroying the lives of his children. Surely this is one of life’s greatest pains!
A Second Thought
“Be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). 
A Second Step

“LORD, please deliver me from my own sense of self destruction. 
A Second Mile
What kind of opportunities is God giving you today to escape life’s greatest pain?






















Terry Booth
