“Pounds and Talents”
11 
And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, 


because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and 


because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

12 
He said therefore, 


A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, 



and to return.

13 
And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, 



Occupy till I come.

14 
But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, 


We will not have this man to reign over us.

15 
And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, 


then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, 




to whom he had given the money, 





that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

16 
Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.

17 
And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: 



because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.
(Selected Passage: Lk. 19:11-17, AMP, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 26: Jer. 49:23-50:46; Tit. 1:1-16; Ps. 97:1-98:9; Prov. 26:13-16)
A Second Look

Be careful not to equate the Parable of the Talents (Mt. 25:14-30) with this Parable of the Pounds (Lk. 19:11-27, above). If you overlook the significant difference in these two parables, you will miss the message Christ is conveying to His followers. In the Parable of the Talents, the talents represent the believer’s opportunities to use his unique and individual ability in serving God and advancing Christ’s Kingdom. Just as each person has a wide variety of abilities, you are to be measured based upon your fruitfulness in using your abilities to serve God. In the Parable of the Pounds (above), each person is given one pound (the equivalent of three months wages) which represents the “deposit of the Gospel” which has been given to each believer (1 Tim. 1:11; 6:20; and 2 Cor. 4:7). God wants His message multiplied throughout the world so that the whole world will hear (1 Thess. 1:8; 2 Thes. 3:1). Christ’s return will bring dynamic accountability. Christ will reward His faithful servants (vs. 15-19). He will deal with His unfaithful servants (vs. 20-26). He will judge His enemies (vs. 27).
The unfaithful servant was paralyzed by fear rather than mobilized by faith. Christ’s command was clear, “Occupy till I come” (vs. 13). Christ meant, “Be about my business. Invest your life in proclaiming the grace of God invited others into the Kingdom of God.” Pragmatically, these first century Christians understood what Jesus expected. Thirty years before an historical event took place which gives us the background for this parable. Archelaus, son of Herod the Great, went to Rome to ask Augustus Caesar for his kingdom. Some of the Jews so resented the prospect of being under his authority that they sent a delegation to Rome to express their protest at his appointment. Our LORD is King over the Kingdom of God; we are to serve faithfully under His authority and for His pleasure. Every believer shares the responsibility of advancing the message of God.
A Second Thought
The critical question is, “Am I investing the gospel of grace given to me by sharing it with others in need of salvation?”
A Second Step

“LORD, stir my heart to share your grace with every person around me. Enable me to live like you, love like you, and speak your hope into the hearts of others.”
A Second Mile
Do an honest evaluation of your Christian life. Are you seeking daily to share the gospel of grace with others? Are you living and loving as Christ did?



























Terry Booth
