“Get Ready!”
22 
And one thing more: 

Prepare a guest room for me, 



because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers.  

(Selected Passage: Lam. 1:1, 10; 2:14, 18-19 Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Oct. 29: Lam. 1:1-2:19; Tit. 3:1-15; Ps. 100:1-5; Prov. 26:18-19)
A Second Look

Have you ever thought about getting ready for God’s answer to your prayer? Sadly many of us have probably spent so little time, thought, and emotion anticipating God’s answer to our prayers that the idea of getting ready may seem frivolous. This was not the case with Paul.
As Paul writes to Philemon, he is in a Roman prison awaiting a trial on trumped up charges (which ultimately led to his beheading). God certainly works in mysterious ways. Take note of the amazing events surrounding Paul’s writing of this letter. Earlier, as Paul made his way through Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), Philemon (the recipient of this letter) responded to the gospel preached by Paul and trusted Christ as his Savior. Philemon (apparently a man of success and prominence) and his wife Apphia allowed the first church in Colosse to meet in their home. Later their son Archippus would also both host the church of Laodicea in his home and serve as their pastor. However, during the days that had intervened, Onesimus – a slave in the home of Philemon – robbed his master and escaped to Rome. By the providence of God, Onesimus came into contact with Paul in Rome and with Paul’s help came to faith in Christ. Now, Paul and Onesimus would exhibit incredible faith as Paul placed this letter of intercession in the hands of Onesimus and send him back to his master in Colosse. As Paul appealed for Philemon to now treat his runaway slave and thief as a new brother in Christ, Paul also reminded Philemon that he was now a prisoner for Christ,  having been willing to pay any price to live in faith and faithful obedience to Christ. As Paul prays for mercy at the hand of Philemon, he reminds them of his desire to visit them soon to impart more spiritual wisdom and blessings to them. Paul called on Philemon to assign any debt or loss accrued by Onesimus to Paul’s account (vs. 19) so that he could be free from his sin-debt from the past. He also called upon Philemon to receive Onesimus again in the same way that he might receive Paul should he return (vs. 17). Gently woven into Paul’s appeal is this sweet reminder to get ready for God to answer your prayers for me (Paul). How can you get ready today for God to do His great work on your behalf?
A Second Thought
Set a place at the table; always be expecting the company of the LORD.
A Second Step

“LORD, stir my conviction and faith in you so that after I turn an issue or concern over to you, I will exhibit my faith by the way I prepare for you to bless me.”
A Second Mile
Faith in God is neither biblical nor real until it stirs us to action.
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