“Prayer: Learning at the Feet of the Master”
39 
And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; 

and his disciples also followed him.

40 
And when he was at the place, he said unto them, 
Pray that ye enter not into temptation.

41 
And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, 

and kneeled down, and prayed,

42 
Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 

nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.

43 
And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.
(Selected Passage: Luke 22:39-43, KJV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 1: Ezek. 1:1-3:15; Heb. 3:1-19; Ps. 104:1-23; Prov. 26:24-26)
A Second Look

Imagine being able to be a protégée to a master of world renown. An artist studying under Rembrandt or a quarterback being trained by Joe Montana, having intimate access to a skilled mentor is of unimaginable value. If you were a computer designer and you had Bill Gates’ cell phone number programmed into your phone as your first contact, you would be in a position of unique privilege and opportunity. However, all such illustrations pale in comparison to the rare privilege that is ours in learning to pray by studying at the feet of our Savior and LORD, Jesus! What would we learn as we prayed alongside Christ?
In every crisis, Jesus teaches us to rest in the perfect love, power, and purpose of the Father. The first word which crossed the lips of our LORD as He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane was “FATHER.” Although Jesus saw the shadow of the cross cast over His life even in the darkness of the garden, He trusted His Father. No matter what overshadows you today, you can rest in these truths: (1) God loves you passionately. (2) God knows you perfectly. (3) God’s power is almighty – sovereign! You do not need to motivate Him. You cannot educate Him. You cannot assist Him. You are to trust Him.
God the Father is ready for you to completely release your burden to Him. Remember, Peter was in the garden with Jesus at this, his darkest hour. Later Peter encouraged believers with these words, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Pt. 5:7). In fact, it is His care for us that enables us to release our cares and concerns to Him.
Prayer is seeking to do God’s will rather than attempting to convince God to do our will. Remember, Jesus prayed (above), “not my will, but thine, be done.” Prayer begins with trust and moves through surrender in order to release God’s power and peace within us. When we die to self, we live to Him (Gal. 2:20). Did you notice the clapping crescendo to Christ’s prayer as God sent an angel to minister to Him? Power and peace await those willing to surrender to His will.
A Second Thought
Separate yourself from all distractions. Consecrate yourself to do His will. Anticipate the powerful presence of God to pulse through you.
A Second Step

“LORD, I trust you. I love you. I surrender to your will. Enable me!”
A Second Mile
There can be no radical resurrection until there is a complete crucifixion of self-rule.
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