“The Model for Our Ministry”
1 
Every high priest is selected from among men 



and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, 




to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

2 
He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray,



since he himself is subject to weakness. 

3 
This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, 



as well as for the sins of the people. 

4 
No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5 
So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. 


But God said to him, 



"You are my Son; today I have become your Father."   

6 
And he says in another place, 



"You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."   

7 
During the days of Jesus' life on earth, 



he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears 




to the one who could save him from death, 



and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

8 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 

9 

and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 




for all who obey him 

10 

and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
(Selected Passage: Ezek. 7:1-3, 27, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 3: Ezek. 7:1-9:11; Heb. 5:1-14; Ps. 105:1-15; Prov. 26:28)
A Second Look

Peter wrote, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light”
(1 Peter 2:9). As Peter wrote under the leadership and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he addressed all who receive the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ. You and I are the ones called to the privileged position enumerated by the four statements which Peter made. We are (1) a chosen generation, (2) a royal priesthood, (3) a holy nation, and (4) a peculiar people. We can understand our calling by using the meaning of these four statements and weaving them into on declarative sentence. We have to be selected by the grace of God to stand between God and His lost work by living lives set apart from the ways of the world to reveal God’s desire to share an intimate relationship with those willing to come to Him in faith. Since God has called all His children to such a high calling, we can best learn how to live out our missions by following the literal example given to us in Christ. The verses above from Hebrews go a long way to reveal the lifestyle we are called to live.
As priests (one who builds a bridge between God and man) we minister to all people with a spirit of great gentleness recognizing this to be the way Christ has dealt with us. Because we believe God is at work in all circumstances of our lives, particularly those which are touched by suffering, we see our chance to reflect Christ most clearly during those days of our greatest difficulty. Therefore, as we see or learn of the sufferings of others we hear the divine call of God to enter into that moment in their lives through intercessory prayer. We understand that we are to talk to God about men and to talk to men about God; we are rarely, if ever, called to talk to men about men. Our world today aches for a touch of the divine and God has chosen His children to be the one by which that touch is to be felt. Choose today to surrender every experience and every interaction as a means to reflect the Lord in the way you respond.
A Second Thought
In some sense God uses suffering to chip away all things from our lives that do not reflect Christ.
A Second Step

“LORD, make me more like you today.”
A Second Mile
If our ministry in the Lord’s name costs us nothing; it may well not be worth much more.
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