“Do Not Miss the Moment”
1
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, 



not laying again the foundation 
of repentance from acts that lead to death, 



and 






of faith in God,
2 










instruction about baptisms, 












the laying on of hands, 












the resurrection of the dead, 




and 






eternal judgment.

3 
And God permitting, we will do so. 

4 
It is impossible for those



who have once been enlightened, 



who have tasted the heavenly gift,



who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 

5 

who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and


(who have tasted) the powers of the coming age, 
6 

if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, 



because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again




and subjecting him to public disgrace.  
(Selected Passage: Heb. 6:1-6, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 4: Ezek. 10:1-11:25; Heb. 6:1-20; Ps. 105:16-36; Prov. 27:1-2)
A Second Look

If you miss the moments of obedience and faithfulness which God will give you today, these exact opportunities cannot be reclaimed. Yes, similar moments may come in the future, but the exact opportunities of today which are neglected or wasted cannot be claimed again tomorrow. This is a very sober warning which we need to understand more fully.

Please take time to study and understand the formatting added for emphasis in the above passage. Observing those phrases which line up above or below one another will help you identify the elementary (beginning) doctrines of the Christian faith. This same vertical alignment feature will help you recognize the slippery steps a Christian might make leading him or her to fall away from the will of God. The Christian life is intended to be a launching pad and not a parking lot! 
Hebrews warns all believers that stumbling back toward their old ways leaves one with moments in time that can NEVER be reclaimed. If a believer consciously, knowing, and willingly continues on in a season of rebellion the opportunities that came during those days cannot be accomplished later. Willful and continued rebellion is quite costly.
There are three common interpretations to Hebrews 6. First, some would say the writer addresses those who have come to a full and complete understanding of what is needed to be saved and have rejected it to go back to the worldly way of living. Thus, one who rejects salvation knowing and understanding what he is doing, that person will never again have a chance to be saved. Second, some believe this passage addresses those truly saved individuals who have willfully abandoned their faith. These believe that a saved person who turns his back on Christ consciously and willingly become an apostate and therefore becomes lost again after once being saved and this person will never again have the opportunity to be saved again. Third, some understand this to be a warning written to actual Christians having fully experienced every facet of being born again (vs. 4-5). These believers are being tempted to turn away from their faith because of the pressures of the world. He warns them that if they do so, they will never be able to regain the lost ground or the missed days of obedience. 
I believe a truly saved person who turns back to the world does not lose his or her salvation but does lose the opportunity unique to each day. Specific moments or events of obedience cannot be reclaimed. Based upon the revelation of Hebrews taken as one connected and cohesive message, I believe the warning “If they fall away” means “if they are passed by.” This strong warning vividly pictures a leaf floating downstream in a river being passed by the current that once carried it when it becomes caught in a swirling pool of water near the shore. Although the leaf may be returned to the center of the stream and may once again move along by the current of the will of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, that leaf will never be able to catch up the lost opportunities as if it had stayed in the center of God’s will the whole time. Although God may restore to us the same types of opportunities of faithfulness (i.e. we may get the chance to witness again, or serve God again, or exercise faith again, etc.), we will never be able to be at the same place of faithfulness we would have been had we stayed faithful and focused the whole time. Somewhat like cutting the top out of the tree, we may be restored to health and growth spiritually, but we will never reach the height of faithfulness which was our potential. 
Life itself teaches us something about this reality. As children develop, particularly in their earliest years, there are seasons of special development related to verbal, spatial, social, emotional, and reasoning skills. If those seasons are ignored, the full benefit of those seasons of development cannot be reclaimed as fully as they could have been by earlier diligence and application. Therefore, today is rare, even precious. Our chances for obedience today are nothing less than urgent. If you let today’s opportunity of faith and growth pass you by, you will never be as you could have been. Grow up!

A Second Thought
Maturity is not how much you know about Christ, but how much you act like Christ!
A Second Step

“LORD, remove from by life everything that does not reflect you.”
A Second Mile
Ask God to search you and to weigh every thought, word, attitude, and action. Seek to serve Christ completely today.
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