“A Time for Thanksgiving”
37 
He brought out Israel, laden with silver and gold,



and from among their tribes no one faltered. 

38 
Egypt was glad when they left,



because dread of Israel had fallen on them. 

39 
He spread out a cloud as a covering,



and a fire to give light at night. 

40 
They asked, and he brought them quail 



and satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

41 
He opened the rock, and water gushed out;



like a river it flowed in the desert.
(Selected Passage: Psalm 105:37-41, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 5: Ezek. 12:1-14:11; Heb. 7:1-17; Ps. 105:37-45; Prov. 27:3)
A Second Look

They shouted, “God is good,” while others answered, “All the time.” As the crowds reversed the sequence, the same message resonated with a subtle different point of emphasis. Psalm 104 extols the greatness and power of God as the Creator of all. Psalm 105 exalts God as our Redeemer whose hand of providence unfolds mercy and grace as we move through all the circumstances of live.
Egypt became a place of dread and doom for the Israelites; but, as dark as those days were, so bright and blessed was God’s touch upon His children during those days. Herein is one of life’s vital lessons for us; God’s hand is upon us to bless us in all the circumstances of life. Therefore, take time to look for God’s hand of blessing during your hours of burden.
For the Israelites, Egypt came to mean oppression and cruelty. Slavery, violence, and injustice became their daily lot. It would have been easy for any one of God’s children living through that experience to cry out in confusion, even anger, saying, “God, where are you?” However, if you are willing to open your heart and mind, if you will look more carefully, you will find God is actually enriching you by that which seems to be insulting and enslaving you. Look, the Israelites came out of Egypt with the wealth of the Egyptians in their hands (vs. 37). The days of trial and travail, which at first seemed overwhelming, actually resulted in all of them becoming overcomers (vs. 37b)!  The taskmasters carrying rods and whips came to be terrified of the children of God because of the faith within them and the hand of God upon them (vs. 38). Being suddenly cast forth out of their secure, although austere, homes and jobs ultimately served to reveal God’s guidance, provision, and protection over them (vs. 39). Not only did God bestow the natural bounty of the world upon them, but He also unlocked the gates to His supernatural and miraculous blessing in their lives (vs. 40-41). The next time it seems your back is against the wall and the weight of the world is upon your shoulders, do not hang you head in despair; lift your face to the Lord in prayerful anticipation. When you are down, look up; God is preparing to do something great on behalf of all who are willing to trust and follow Him!
A Second Thought
The hardships of life can become the holy moments of God’s gracious intervention.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to view every moment of my life through the lens of your promises and the great grace of your character.”
A Second Mile
Instead of saying, “Why me Lord?” Ask, “Lord, what can you give me in this situation to give to someone else?” The result will be your triumph over your tragedy.
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