“Have You Ever Just ‘LOST IT?’”
32 
By the waters of Meribah they angered the LORD,



and trouble came to Moses because of them; 

33 

for they rebelled against the Spirit of God,




and rash words came from Moses' lips. 
(Selected Passage: Ezekiel 18:25-32, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 8: Ezek. 18:1-19:14; Heb. 9:1-10; Ps. 106:32-48; Prov. 27:10)
A Second Look

One of the ways we know to trust the Bible is because of the honest, candid, and unvarnished way in which God’s Word deals with its heroes. Most other historical records present the story of key characters in ways which reveal the prejudice of the author. Therefore, whether or not important figures such as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, or Ronald Reagan Scripture are presented positively or negatively often expresses little more than the opinion of the one writing. This is not the case with Scripture; since God is the ultimate author of Scripture, He always presents His key characters truthfully without any slant or bias. Although Moses was one of the most central figures of the Old Testament, the psalmist tells us that Moses reacted to the stubbornness and rebelliousness of Israel in a sinful way. Moses LOST IT!
What is the Scripture speaking of when telling us that Moses used rash words? Moses spoke passionately; in a severe, harsh, and threatening manner. He did not share with them as he should have done; he did not refer to God, to his power, and to his goodness as he should have done; he spake as if the whole thing depended on him and Aaron: "Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?" The word rendered "spake unadvisedly" - baaTaa' - means properly to "babble;" and then, to talk idly; to utter that which has no meaning, or an improper meaning. However, we must not rush to blame Moses, until we are placed in circumstances similar to his, and see how we would ourselves act.
If we learn anything from Psalm 106:32-33 it is that we have to guard our reactions. Often our reactions give us a clearer picture of where we are spiritually than our actions. Our reactions reveal the contents of our hearts and minds without cloaking our thoughts and feelings in that which is deemed socially acceptable. We also learn from Moses’ reaction that human relationships are very dynamic. Seldom is there ever an exchange in which one person is absolutely at fault while the other person is pristine pure. We learn from Moses to keep our eyes on the LORD because the minute we turn our thoughts to others, we are likely to stumble in our responses.
A Second Thought
Fixing your thoughts on Jesus will protect you from words you will regret speaking.
A Second Step

“LORD, place a guard at my lips. Protect me from using rash words.”
A Second Mile
Three questions can guide and govern your responses: Will this glorify God? Will this edify other believers? Will this testify of Christ in a positive way to the lost?
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