“It Is Worth It!”
32 
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, 



when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 

33 
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; 



at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 

34 
You sympathized with those in prison 



and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, 




because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 

35 
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 

36 
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, 



you will receive what he has promised. 

37 
For in just a very little while, 



"He who is coming will come and will not delay. 

38 
But my righteous one will live by faith. 


And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him."   

39 
But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, 



but (we are) of those who believe and are saved.
(Selected Passage: Heb. 10:32-39, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 11: Ezek. 23:1-49; Heb. 10:18-39; Ps. 109:1-31; Prov. 27:13)
A Second Look

Today we celebrate the men and women who have taken the chance to stand in harm’s way in order to protect us. To a man, each one took this risk because, “It was worth it!” Do you remember when God radically stepped into your life transforming your broken heart replacing it with blessed peace? The next time you feel wearied by the humdrum aspects of your life and for some odd reason the passion of your faith has tarnished, take time to replay the tape of God’s grace. Remember when you felt you could not take one more step and He strengthened you. Remember when you sobbed uncontrollably and He stirred your heart to lead the processional of praise. Remember when you could see no way through the dark night of your soul and then in the most unexpected way, He parted the waters right before your face. Remember when the Holy Spirit stilled your trembling heart. Remember when good new replaced bad news. These, and memories like them, are the bullets you use to drive the enemy away when he assails your faith today.
The author of Hebrews writes to Christians on the verge of collapse. He reminds us of God healing within us (vs. 32). He steadies us with the memory of a time when our faith was so strong that we kicked the devil in the teeth and dared him to come back for more (vs. 34). He reminds us of that God saved us and what God promised for our future (vs. 39).
A Second Thought
God did not call you to be a shrinking violet.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me the courage to stand up, speak up, and pay up personally for you.”
A Second Mile
Shape your faithfulness today by God’s faithfulness to you yesterday. What he has in store for you so far outweighs what He demands of you that only a fool will give in and tuck tail and run. You would stand in line all night long in a ten degree misting rain to trade your $1.00 bills for crisp new $100.00 bills. The Christian life is worth whatever it costs!
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