“The Faith-Factor”
17
By faith… By faith… By faith… By faith… By faith… By faith… By faith.

(Selected Passage: Hebrews 11, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 13: Ezek. 27:1-28:26; Heb. 11:17-31; Ps. 111:1-10; Prov. 27:15-16)
A Second Look

The phrase by faith is used thirty-seven times in the New Testament with sixteen of those occasions being in Hebrews 11. God does not stutter. There is no mundane redundancy in His words. God speaks with purpose and power with each principle and promise He proclaims. Three times in the New Testament, the declaration of Habakkuk 2:4, “The just shall live by faith” is repeated (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; and Heb. 10:28). Each time this word of prophecy is repeated the focus changes. Oh how rich, deep, and meaningful are the words of God. Paul first focuses on the fact that only by faith is a person brought into a right relationship with God (Rom. 1:17). No set of good works or religious rituals can do for man what faith can do! Second, Paul uses the same prophecy to teach us that faith brings life, vitality, and meaning to us (Gal. 3:11). We are never as alive as we are when responding to God in faith. Finally, the author of Hebrews emphasizes that “faith” is the master-key that unlocks all of the blessings of God. As you study The Hall of Faith (Heb. 11), you discover faith was the means wisdom, courage, strength, and hope flowed like a river on the lives of such spiritual heroes as Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Gideon, Samson, Barak, Samuel, David, Daniel and his three Jewish friends (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedneggo), the widow at Shunem. Whether named or unnamed, whether known or unknown, no child of God experienced the touch of God’s grace and power apart from faith.
The limitless power of an infinite God awaits you as you live by faith. What is faith? 
· Faith is not, “believing regardless of the evidence.” Faith is, “obeying regardless of the cost!”

· Faith is not a state of mind; faith is a step of active obedience. 
· Faith is not passively holding on to a thought. Faith is actively pursuing a truth. 
· Faith does not require that you learn something new as much as faith requires that you do what you already know to do.
· Faith is not a feeling. Faith is a choice.
A Second Thought
As Longfellow observed: “The heights by great men reached and kept were not attained by sudden flight, but they while their companions slept, were toiling upward in the night.”
A Second Step

“LORD, give me the grit and gumption to cling to my faith and to never give up.”
A Second Mile
Something you confront today will demand that you respond in faith. Are you ready to take action?
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